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The Medjugorje Story
On the evening of 24 June 1981, in the
parish of St James in Medjugorje, six
young people claimed to have seen the
Blessed Virgin Mary on Podbrdo Hill.

the parish of Medjugorje and the world. All six still
claim apparitions, though only three of them now on
a daily basis, and each of the six says that he or she
has received, or is in the process of receiving, ten
secrets. The first of the secrets is to be revealed to
the world through Mirjana Dragicevic, and the third
is said to be concerned with a permanent sign that
will authenticate the apparitions and be a help to
conversion, and will be evident to all at Medjugorje.
The visionaries say that Our Lady identifies herself
to them as the Queen of Peace.
As a result of these claims, more than forty million
people have visited Medjugorje from all over
the world and there have been many assertions
regarding remarkable signs and wonders, cures
and spiritual healing. There is no doubt at all that
those millions of people have found a pilgrimage to
Medjugorje one of the most spiritually significant
experiences of their lives.

The next day four of the six alleged another meeting
with Our Lady, and said they spoke with her. On this
occasion, the four teenagers (three girls and a boy)
were joined by another young boy and a teenage
girl. These six became the definitive visionaries
in Medjugorje; they are Ivanka Ivankovic, Mirjana
Dragicevic, Vicka Ivankovic, Ivan Dragicevic, Marija
Pavlovic and Jakov Colo.
Since 1981, these six young people have been the
centre of world attention, and medical and scientific
studies. Their principal claim is that practically every
day to the present time, our Blessed Lady has been
appearing to one or more of them, and that from
her they have received thousands of messages for

We acknowledge and accept that the authority regarding the authenticity of apparitions, locutions and related messages as well as
all private revelations from Our Lord, Our Lady or any Saint rests with the Holy See of Rome whose final judgement we will respect
and obey. We also affirm our total allegiance to our One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church, our Priests and Bishops and our Holy
Father, Pope Francis.
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THE MEDJUGORJE MESSAGE

The Blessed Virgin Mary proposes a six-point programme:
1. Faith - Belief in God and in the supernatural. It is your true vision. Therefore live by it.
2. Commitment to God - Let Him direct your life. Begin by turning away from sin in true conversion and repentance.
3. Prayer - Regular Mass, monthly confession, daily rosary and dedication to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate
Heart of Mary.
4. Fasting - Bread and water on Fridays (and Wednesdays) if you can. If not, at least cut back or practise some other form of self
denial.
5. Peace - In your own heart, in your family and neighbourhood and workplace, in all your human relations and reaching out to the
war-stricken world.
6. The Holy Bible - We should read part of the Holy Scripture every day.

The Messages of Mary are addressed not only to Catholics but to the whole human race, regardless of beliefs
or religion.

Our Lady’s Messages
25 January, 2020

"Dear children!
Today I am calling you to pray even more, until you feel the holiness of forgiveness in your
heart. There must be holiness in the families, little children, because there is no future for the world
without love and holiness – because in holiness and joy, you give yourselves to God the Creator
who loves you with immeasurable love. This is why He sends me to you. Thank you for having
responded to my call."
25 February, 2020
"Dear children!
In this time of grace, I desire to see your faces transformed in prayer. You are so flooded by
earthly concerns, you do not even feel that spring is at the threshold. You are called, little children,
to penance and prayer. As nature fights in silence for new life, also you are called to open
yourselves in prayer to God, in Whom you will find peace and warmth of the spring sun in your
hearts. Thank you for having responded to my call."
25 March, 2020
"Dear children!
I am with you all these years to lead you to the way of salvation. Return to my Son; return to
prayer and fasting. Little children, permit God to speak to your heart, because Satan is reigning and
wants to destroy your lives and the earth on which you walk. Be courageous and decide for
holiness. You will see conversion in your hearts and families; prayer will be heard; God will hear
your cries and give you peace. I am with you and am blessing you all with my motherly blessing.
Thank you for having responded to my call."
25 April, 2020
"Dear children!
May this time be an incentive for personal conversion for you. Pray, little children, in solitude,
to the Holy Spirit to strengthen you in faith and trust in God, that you may be worthy witnesses of the
love which God bestows upon you through my presence. Little children, do not permit trials to
harden your heart and for prayer to be like a desert. Be a reflection of God's love and witness the
Risen Jesus by your lives. I am with you and I love all of you with my motherly love.
Thank you for having responded to my call."
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From the Editors:
Dear Friends of Medjugorje News,
Many blessings to all our readers, as you can see we are still in
publication thanks to the many who have contributed to the Medjugorje
News trust fund. I did wonder whether Our Lord and Our Lady were
saying it was time to finish but with everything happening in our world at
the moment, I think our publication is needed more than ever.
It was with sadness that I read the Eucharistic Convention is
being shelved this year because of covid 19, we have an open letter in
the magazine from Deacon Mark. However, I must say that I have been
enjoying the many Catholic shows, retreats, films, Mass’s on TV and
Youtube, I didn’t realise there was so much to choose from. Not the same
as attending Mass with our Community, but these are very exceptional
times and exceptionally amazing things have been happening in the
Church Community. There must be lots for us to discern and ponder
over, time will give us that clarity.
On a personal note, seeing my grandchildren on facetime just
doesn’t cut the mustard, nor talking to my friends or Catholic Community
on the phone, I think it has been a time of appreciating what we had and
possibly took for granted, isn’t that always the case. I hunger and thirst for
you O Lord.
Noel and I have taken this time to spend with The Lord in a more
personal and alone time. We have not had to rush to the shop, although
we still get up at 4a.m. to deliver the herald and advocate (we are an
essential service) but we haven’t had to continue on the treadmill for the
rest of the day. We have had an enforced time to rest in the arms of The
Lord which we have found to be a wonderful blessing. How things will be
in the future, we do not know, but The Lord is in charge, and for me I will
follow The Lord.

We can now be found on facebook thanks to Bob and Judith Gill, our webmaster.
:https://www.facebook.com/medjugorjenewsnz.
May the Lords face shine on you and give you peace, and may the Lord bless you and keep you.
Sarah Moran
Visiting those in prison – by writing
Would you like to become involved in a very special work of mercy by writing to long-term prisoners in a foreign
country?
Divine Mercy Publications have set up a team of letter writers to correspond with the inmates of a maximum
security jail in Zambia, central Africa. Most of these are Catholics/Christians to whom we send reading and
prayer literature as well as clothes and toiletries.
The requests for pen pals are growing; the prison we write to has over 400 inmates, most of whom are in
desperate need of consolation and encouragement. They are served by an Irish Catholic priest, whom they see
2-3 times per month.
We wish to continue this important work of mercy and need helpers to ‘adopt’ a prisoner and write on a regular
basis, usually once every 1-2 months. Can you help?
There will be absolutely no cost to you, Divine Mercy Publications/Trust will cover all expenses including sending
funds via the prison Chaplain approximately twice per year to help the inmates purchase food, toiletries,
medicines, clothes and in some case pay a portion of their children‘s school fees to prevent them becoming
‘street kids‘.
All you need give is your time and mercy to these needy souls.
If you would like to know more please contact us. Thank you for your consideration of this important request.
Divine Mercy Publications Trust Christchurch. PO Box 20266, Bishopdale, Christchurch 8543 –
Ph/Fax 03 3592087
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Excerpts from
Children of Medjugorje
From Sister Emmanuel - http://www.childrenofmedjugorje.com/
Five Simple Messages
Sr. Emmanuel is the founder of Children of Medjugorje, a lay missionary organization dedicated to
delivering five simple messages from Our Lady in Medjugorje:
#Fasting #Praying of the Rosary #Scripture Reading #Holy Mass #Confession

On February 2nd, 2020, Mirjana received
her monthly apparition at the Blue Cross.
She then conveyed this message:
“Dear children! By the act of the decision and
love of God, I am chosen to be the Mother of
God and your mother. But also by my will and
my immeasurable love for the Heavenly
Father and my complete trust in Him, my body
was the chalice of the God-man.
I was in the service of truth, love and
salvation, as I am now among you to call you,
my children, apostles of my love, to be carriers
of truth; to call you to spread His words, the
words of salvation, by your will and love for my
Son: that with your actions you may show, to
all those who have not come to know my Son,
His love.
You will find strength in the Eucharist-my Son
who feeds you with His Body and strengthens
you with His Blood. My children, fold your
hands [in prayer] and look at the Cross in
silence. In this way, you are drawing faith to
be able to transmit it; you are drawing truth to
be able to discern; you are drawing love that
you may know to love truly. My children,
apostles of my love, fold your hands [in
prayer], look at the Cross. Only in the Cross is
salvation. Thank you.”
In France, February is the month we
celebrate the feast of Lourdes (11 February)
and St. Bernadette (18 February).This little girl
grew up in poverty, lacking the bare essentials
in life (see PS1). It’s enough to know that her
little brother would scrape wax from candles in
the village church to try to fill his empty
stomach! People looked down on this family
who lived in a sordid cave that was more like a
cell. Once, while questioned, Bernadette
heartbreakingly uttered: “She (The Lady)
spoke to me like a person!” Falsely accused of
theft, her father was sent to jail, leaving his
wife and children in total poverty. However,
the Soubirous family had the greatest of
riches: Theirs was a family united in a deep
faith, in family prayer that never lost fervor,
and for Bernadette, God always came first.
The cross planted in her life from childhood

onwards, far from bringing her down,
strengthened her attachment to Christ whose
destiny she shared in many ways. It is true
that the cross lived in communion with Jesus
can create saints, while the cross lived without
Jesus can lead to despair. In her personal
diary, Bernadette wrote:
“Jesus, I do not feel my cross when I look
at yours!”
How I wish I could
say the same thing!
Still a long way to
go….
Here,
Bernadette gives
us
the
best
illustration of the
word
twice
repeated by the
Blessed Mother in
this
message
above: “Fold your hands in prayer, and look at
the cross!” For Bernadette, the cross borne in
her childhood developed further at the convent
of Nevers where she became Sr. Marie
Bernard. But she did not become a Saint
because of the suffering she endured, even
less so because she saw Our Lady. No, she
became holy because she kept the gaze of
her heart fixed upon Jesus, even in the midst
of the storms, which made her suffering
extraordinarily fruitful. She became holy
because she was able to offer to God all the
events of her life, and use them to develop the
union of her soul with Christ, according to
Mary’s school. This union was her immense
treasure, her reason for living, her little
Heaven hidden from the eyes of others. Seen
through the eyes of the world, her fate was in
no way enviable, poor and sick as she was,
but she would not have changed places with
anyone. The Mother of God did not promise
her happiness of this world, but rather of the
other world. (The other world referred to here
does not mean Heaven, rather it’s the
Kingdom that is hidden and already present
behind the veil of our earthly realities).
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and to his own strength, cannot go far. He
invents a false salvation and seeks happiness
in places where it gets lost. He goes so far as
to lose simple human common sense by even
trampling natural law. We are entitled to
interpret this kind of event, the appearance of
a virus, as a warning, not in fear, but for the
purpose of awakening our conscience and to
fall to our knees. Whether the virus spreads or
not, it is essential to ask for the grace to know
how to discern the signs of our time, and to
pray unceasingly. Less commentaries and
more prayer!
Beware! God does not send an epidemic or a
tsunami. God is innocent of evil. We cannot by
any measure make him responsible for evil.
(See PS2, Sr. Lúcia of Fatima’s words). But if
God is not invited to remain with His people, if
man believes he can live without Him, then
God withdraws, and with Him the protection
He wanted to give to those people. Then, in
His burning desire to save man, He allows the
enemy to do as he wills. Then all kinds of
troubles appear, and man ends up crying out
to his Savior. God alone can turn evil into
good, and turn a terrible ordeal into a blessing.
Today, the weight of suffering is indeed a
heavy burden, but when our suffering is united
with Christ, it becomes fruitful and redemptive.
For this reason, Mary still gives us the key,
namely her Son Himself! “In the cross alone
is salvation.” Early Christians recognized this:
“There is no other name under heaven by
which we can be saved.” (Acts 4:12)
Dear Brothers and Sisters, the ball is in our
court. May today be the day when we begin,
or start again, to turn to God and live His
Word! The course that history takes and much
of what will happen depends on us. We cannot
imagine the power of even the simplest of
prayers and the least of our little sacrifices
offered to God. Heaven will always thank us
for the slightest step we take to protect life, to
help our brothers in distress and value our
own life!
On March 2nd, 2020, Mirjana received her
monthly apparition at the Blue Cross, in the
presence of a rather small crowd. Then she
conveyed this message:
“Dear children! Your pure and sincere love
draws my motherly heart. Your faith and trust
in the Heavenly Father are fragrant roses
which you offer to me the most beautiful
bouquets of roses which consist of your
prayers, acts of mercy and of love.

May Bernadette help us live through the trials
and anxieties of today, our eyes focused on
the one Savior! It is beautiful that the message
of Lourdes begins with the sign of the
Cross. Following Mary’s example, Bernadette
made the sign of the cross so solemnly that all
who saw her do it were deeply touched.
She has the cure for us! Mary’s exhortation
to keep our eyes locked on the cross is not
unrelated to the wave of distress caused by
the coronavirus that has taken over China and
surrounding areas in recent weeks. Our
Blessed Mother always provides the cure
before we develop the disease. Keeping our
eyes glued to the cross is a source of healing,
peace and light. From His open heart, Jesus
offers us salvation. Recently, Our Lady told us:
“Trials will come… If you are mine, you will
win, for your refuge will be the Heart of my
Son Jesus.” Our Mother did not hide from us
the difficulties that are to come. Even nature is
in rebellion against man. The story in Exodus
of the Hebrews in the desert helps us to
position ourselves correctly in respect of God.
The Hebrew people had turned away from the
Living God who had saved them from slavery,
and shifted toward false gods, the idols of the
time. But God loves His people so much that
He did not want them to lose the treasure of
true faith and become perverted. He allowed
snakes to appear that had a fatal bite. That is
when Moses intervened, placing a bronze
snake on a mast, and all who looked at it were
healed. This image foreshadows the cross of
Christ and the salvation offered to men by
Jesus when he was nailed to the wood of the
cross. “Those who look to Him are radiant”
(Psalms 34:5). Let us remember this
statement made by so many saints: When we
contemplate the wounds of Christ, our own
wounds are healed; but when we look at our
own wounds, we sink…
“By his wounds we are healed.” (Isaiah
53:5)
Some countries have decided to eliminate
Christ from their borders. They have banned
the cross, Christian education is severely
sanctioned, believers are persecuted, etc. But
what can become of a nation without the
Savior? “The world without Jesus has no
future,” Mary tells us. Jesus, in His humility,
does not force any doors that are closed to
Him, He respects our freedom and pulls away.
But then, who comes to fill this void? History
shows us that man without God, left to himself
6

our Divine Shepherd who alone has the words
of eternal life? He alone gave His life for the
sheep, He paid the ransom of our salvation,
and at what a price! By HIS wounds, we are
healed. We no longer want to seek happiness
where it gets lost.
Yes, under the hammer that strikes and
injures, there is always the hand of the
Shepherd who heals!
John Paul II’s coffee. After his stay at the
Gemelli Clinic in Rome, having barely
recovered from the attack that nearly cost him
his life in 1981, Pope John Paul II was keen to
invite some of his closest friends to a meal. It
was a handful of bishops, including Bishop
Paul Hnilica (Slovak) who told me the story.
The conversation was going well when
they started talking about the attack. One of
the bishops asked this question: “Who is
behind this attack?” And everyone started
expressing their opinion, ranging from the
KGB to the CIA, etc… The Pope kept sipping
his coffee while listening to these various
analyses. After having mentioned all possible
causes, they were all curious to hear the Holy
Father’s response. John Paul II then said: “It is
Satan!” Dismayed, the bishops remained
silent, and the Pope added, “But remember
that Satan too is an instrument in God’s
plans!”
Who started the coronavirus? It was Satan!
Who closed the churches to the faithful?
Satan! Who wants the Eucharist and the real
Presence of Christ among us to disappear?
It’s him! Who is trying to sow a general panic
among the people? He is! Who wants to wipe
humanity off the face of the earth? It is Satan
the homicide, who “prowls around like a
roaring lion looking for someone to devour” (1
Peter 5:8)! Who wants to convince man that
he is abandoned by God? Satan does, ever
jealous as he is of man! Who has dangled
before us a civilization without God, where
earthly well-being would be the ultimate
happiness? Him again, the prince of lies! And I
could go on for a long time. But more than
ever, the message is clear: behind these
infamous trials and agonies that God’s
children have to endure today, God has his
plan! He alone can draw good from evil, and
He is already doing so.
Dear brothers and sisters, this tragedy that is
affecting the whole world is not the final word,
it will pass away! It is up to us though to keep
watch and to ensure that it is shortened. We

Apostles of my love, you who sincerely and
with a pure heart strive to follow my Son, you
who sincerely love Him, you help; you be an
example to those who have not yet come to
know the love of my Son but, my children, not
only with words but also with acts and pure
feelings through which you glorify the
Heavenly Father.
Apostles of my love, it is a time of vigilance,
and of you I am asking for love, that you not
judge anyone. Because the Heavenly Father
will judge everyone. I am asking that you love,
that you convey the truth; because truth is old,
it is not new, it is eternal, it is truth. It testifies
to God’s eternity. Bring the light of my Son and
keep breaking the darkness which all the more
wants to seize you. Do not be afraid. Through
the grace and the love of my Son, I am with
you. Thank you.”
The sheep’s foot. Once upon a time, in
Medjugorje, a Croatian pilgrim was walking
alongside a field where a flock of sheep was
grazing. You can imagine his surprise when
suddenly, he saw the shepherd badly mistreat
one of his sheep, breaking its foot! The poor
animal was bleating so plaintively, it just broke
his heart. Revolted by such cruelty, the pilgrim
ran up to the shepherd and shouted angrily,
“What are you doing here!? Are you mad?
How cruel!” However, in a calm voice, the
shepherd explained to him: “Be at peace! I am
doing my job as a shepherd. This sheep
always strays from the herd, it is very wild, and
that is very dangerous for it because it often
gets lost. One of these days this sheep will be
completely lost and will die in the middle of the
rocks and thorn bushes. I broke its foot so that
it can’t walk for a while, and I did that on
purpose. I will now carry it on my shoulders,
so that it will get to feel me and know my
voice. After that, once the foot is healed, it will
never leave me.” The pilgrim regretted having
been aggressive towards the shepherd, for he
understood that his goal was to save the life of
his sheep, even at the cost of breaking its foot.
“I am the good Shepherd,” Jesus tells us,
“Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness,
but he will have the light of life.” The message
is clear: it is better to suffer the temporary pain
of a broken foot than to move away from the
Shepherd and lose one’s life forever! What if
the coronavirus is an opportunity to question
our way of thinking and living, could we not
see it as a lesser evil, since the greatest
tragedy is that humanity keeps straying from
7

secret will be realized. These secrets are
known only to the visionaries. “Dear children,
do not talk about the secrets,” Mary said, “but
pray for these secrets. Do not wait for the sign
to come (on the Podbrdo) to be converted!” “I
came to call the world to conversion for the
last time!”

have the simplest and most awesome
instruction, taught by the Blessed Mother with
so much patience for almost 39 years in
Medjugorje. Here we find all the answers for
our current situation! Where does evil come
from? How to fight it and how to defeat it?
How to turn our Way of the Cross into a path
of joy? We know that by uniting our sufferings
to those of Jesus in his Passion, these
sufferings become the cause of great
blessings. They then become co-redemptive
sufferings, in the footsteps of Mary’s
sufferings, as she is the co-redemptrix par
excellence. The ball is in our court, much of
what is going to happen is up to us.
Some wonderful initiatives are taking
place here and there; we are seeing priests
blessing their city with the Holy Sacrament
from helicopters. Others, standing on a pickup
truck, are moving along the streets and
blessing passers-by who stop to worship
Jesus. Still others are praying on the rooftops
with a loudspeaker… One of them roamed the
streets of his city with the Holy Sacrament
surmounted by a canopy as if for the Feast of
Corpus Christi…
In the homes, many families have created a
small altar in front of which the family gathers
to pray with great fervor, the Rosary, the
Psalms, singing hymns… Many private
Masses are being streamed, enabling the
faithful to be one at heart during these
privileged moments from which they draw
comfort and hope – see the Mass shown on
EWTN. Not to mention acts of great charity on
the part of members of the medical profession.
Many are working tirelessly, sometimes to
exhaustion, to take care of the sick and dying.
In the absence of Mass, we can make one or
more Spiritual Holy Communions every day.”
The Secrets? I am being asked if this
pandemic is part of the secrets that Mary
entrusted to the visionaries. No, this ordeal is
not one of the secrets. And it is definitely not
the beginning of the end of the world! The
Blessed Mother sometimes tells us about the
generations to come… But it is not forbidden
to take this great test as a warning. When the
time comes, when Mary says it is time, each
one of the visionaries will have to choose a
priest (Mary is not the one to choose him).
This priest will have to fast for 7 days with the
visionary before learning the secret (or several
secrets). He will then have to announce it to
the world, and 3 days later the contents of this

Letter to my friends n°1
2020

March 29,

My dear friends, praised be Jesus and
Mary!
Since the pandemic started, many of you
have been asking me, “Sister Emmanuel
are you okay? What are you doing? How is
life in Medjugorje?”
Well, since I cannot write a long personal
letter to each of you as I would like to,
please allow me to gather here some news
from this holy place and our house hold,
Bethlehem.
As you may guess, Medjugorje is empty for
the first time in 38 years plus, St. James’
Church is not only empty but locked. Now
don’t ask me how Our Mother feels at
seeing her dear church closed after so
many years of being over crowded with her
children! She will answer you herself in
prayer.
The streaming of the evening Mass is
always
available. https://www.youtube.com/channe
l/UCxLGA4ZfWiBKzhNvGIRyhTA.
There is now a curfew from 8:00pm until
5:00am and those who are under 18 and
over 65 are not allowed to go outside at all.
Sometimes we think we are in a bad dream
and we will soon wake up. You might be
feeling the same. But it seems that the
world we had before has changed! The
future will never be the same!
My community gathered in our house by
the Blue Cross and I had to choose: either
to remain with them for the duration of the
problem, or to stay in Bethlehem and not
visit them to avoid any risk of spreading
the virus. I chose to remain in Bethlehem,
for you people, so that I may send out
some little videos and words of
encouragement, because in this house we
have the facilities to do so. It is so strange
to see our little forest and tent completely
empty, but on a positive note through the
internet, I can share the messages to
thousands of people confined at home
8

which have seen you walk, climb and
sweat many times! The nakedness of
Podbrdo won’t last because one day, the
sign will be given by the Gospa, and when
the sign comes, the whole mountain won’t
be big enough to contain the crowds from
all over the world. So, let us cheer up
together in the deep joy that we belong to
Jesus and Mary, and fully trust that their
plan for each one of us is the best one
ever!
I miss you a lot! Each one of you are in my
heart and thoughts, wondering what your
situation is right now, if you are safe or in
danger, sick or healthy… I have time to
appreciate the friendship that God has
created between us and this time of silence
helps me thank God for all the gifts we
have enjoyed together! I also ask
forgiveness to Him for all the times I
unconsciously took these gifts for granted.
I don’t know what the future will hold, but I
fully trust my Lord that this trial will unite
our hearts and spirits as never before, as
we care for each other in prayer and by all
means of support.
Please don’t tire of praying because we all
carry a great responsibility for those who
do not know the love of God yet. It is my
daily torment to think: how can a person
who doesn’t know Jesus live this threat,
live this trial, with no hope of eternal life?
They have no idea of how dearly loved they
are by our beautiful God who saved us
from evil, darkness and despair. Please
pray that Nancy and I may do a good job in
spite of our limitations. May the Lord fill
my poor words with His anointing, so the
heart of His children may be touched
through the power of the Holy Spirit.
I have no words to thank you enough for all
your prayers and sacrifices to keep Our
Lady’s messages alive and to spread them
the best you can! She definitely counts on
each one of us more than ever, as souls
are at stake!

instead of a few hundred in our garden.
This also means that some unbelievers
will watch our videos. It shows once more
that God can always draw good things
from an evil situation.
In fact, divine Providence has sent me a
dear friend, Nancy, from the US, who is
helping me a lot in the field of technology,
internet, and thanks to her I can still
evangelize a little bit in French, Italian and
English. (PS from Nancy: it’s the most
evangelizing job I have ever done or been a
part of!) By the grace of God, Nancy has
an easygoing personality which helps her
to put up with me!
My dear sister Gaby was in Italy when the
virus broke out, she flew to Paris on the
last flight and got the second to last seat.
She intended to join me after a few days,
but then the authorities would not allow
any French citizens to enter Croatia and
BiH. But she is still helping me a lot from
afar with her unique skills! She answers all
my questions about where things are in the
house and computer, like where is the
sewing box and where do we buy chicken
feed, etc. We have good laughs together
on the phone.
Now Carole, who had been living with me,
experienced the same problem: She had to
go to France for medical reasons and got
stuck there with no possibility to cross the
border. So now, Nancy and I are the only
two in the house.
Life is very simple here, we pray, we work,
we share, we eat, we take care of the
flowers and of our hens. We are excited
every day to see how many eggs we get;
we laugh and share by the fireplace. I must
say it is a lot of solitude, but I see that it is
actually God’s gift, as we have more time
for Him and become more united with Him.
One thing that this curfew has interrupted,
is my daily walk to the cemetery to pray my
rosary for the souls in purgatory there. It’s
also stopped my going to the Blue Cross
when I felt strong enough, but the Lord is
showing me that the most blessed places
we can enjoy in Medjugorje can be created
by Him in our own hearts. I guess it is the
same feeling for you who, by force, are far
away from Medjugorje for a long period of
time. So, we share the same experience,
except that looking out of my window, I can
see Križevac and Podbrdo. Our dear hills

Letter to my friends n°2
Medjugorje, April
7, 2020
Dear Friends, may God’s peace be always
with you!
A few words to keep you up to date on what’s
going on in Medjugorje, in case you’re
tempted to forget us!
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Tomislav Pervan, their Chaplain, has come
out of this well.
The members of my Community of the
Beatitudes are all safe too, praise God! They
bring us food from the market when needed.
Because of a number of complaints about
elderly people being forbidden from going out
at all in this area, the ban has been lifted for a
few days, during the mornings at least, so I will
enjoy that… Long live the Blue Cross and the
walks along the narrow red paths in the plain!
And of course, I will comply with the
mandatory social distancing of 2 meters, if I
happen to meet anyone.
The Bishop of Mostar has allowed some
churches in his diocese to remain open,
Masses are celebrated there, but with a
maximum of 10 people. In one of them, there
is a Mass every 30 minutes, with 10 people
allowed!
The livestream of the Medjugorje evening
Mass was joined on 4 April by 3,541,024
people, including 125,311 English speakers,
and this number is growing with each passing
day. It is beautiful to see how spiritual Holy
Communions are increasingly well understood
and practiced, despite us longing to partake in
sacramental Holy Communion again!
Here are a few words from the Saints that will
inspire you:
Saint Anthony Marie Claret: “I will have a
chapel erected in my heart, and in it, day and
night, I shall worship the Good Lord by giving
Him spiritual worship”.
Saint Leonardo da Porto Maurizio: “If you
practice the holy exercise of spiritual
communion several times a day, after a month
you will see your heart completely changed.”
Saint José Maria Escrivà: “What a source of
grace is spiritual communion! If you practice it
frequently, you will have more of God’s
presence and greater union with Him in your
works.”
Saint John Vianney: “A spiritual communion
acts on the soul like a gust of wind on embers
that are on the verge of dying out. Every time
you see your love for God growing cold,
quickly make a spiritual communion!”
St. John Paul II: “It is very profitable to
cultivate in our minds the constant desire for
the Holy Eucharistic Sacrament. That is where
the practice of spiritual communion stems
from.”
Upon entering the Easter Triduum, know that
we are more than ever together, all united

Rest assured that we have not forgotten you;
far from it, our hearts are constantly bound to
yours, firstly through prayer and supplication,
and also through our concern that you may be
comforted and fed with our humble videos,
which may not be the most professional, but
are made with so much love. May they plant
some seeds of hope in your hearts, and
remind you in the midst of this tragedy
attacking the whole world that Our divine
Shepherd is still alive and is standing beside
us! Yes, he is all love, and he keeps every one
of you as the apple of his eye. This ordeal has
brought many people closer to Him and to His
Mother, Our Blessed Mother. This friendship,
whether rekindled or newly discovered, has
become a true beacon in the storm!
Keep this lighthouse in sight! We are faced
with the disconcerting, but beneficial evidence
that valid and lasting help does not come to us
“from the world” and earthly securities, but
from the Living God! He knows and will always
know how to draw good from evil, even if our
enemy is presently acting out in such a violent
way. We, however, want to choose a different
kind of violence to defeat the enemy, namely
the kind of weapons Jesus uses to establish
His Kingdom and of which He sets an example
for us. Did He not overcome death with
meekness and humility? Did He not overcome
death through mercy lived out to the extreme,
by sacrificing His life for our eternal salvation?
The village remains empty and silent, but a
secret life is continuing inside the homes,
ready to reappear at the first announcement of
our newfound freedom. In these moments of
suffering and uncertainty, prayer becomes
more intense, as does serving our brothers
and sisters in Christ!
As for our Franciscan brothers, thanks be to
God they are fine. Even Father Ante, who was
infected with Coronavirus and ended up in
Mostar hospital, is doing better. The others
have not yet finished their self-isolation, and it
seems that none of them are showing any
symptoms of Coronavirus so far. The
Franciscan Sisters are also doing well, except
for one of them who was infected, namely the
Sister who was taking care of the laundry for
the priests, so let us pray for her! In Miletina
(one of the 6 hamlets of Medjugorje), on the
other hand, the virus has hit hard in the
retirement home of the Sisters, and several
have been hospitalized in Mostar. Father
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The live-streamed Medjugorje evening
Mass was followed by a vast number of
people (3,516,903 on April 16th). It is beautiful
to see how spiritual Communion is
increasingly well understood and more widely
practiced. Even though we can’t wait to get
back
to
sacramental
Communion! http://www.medjugorje.hr/it/multi
media/live-streaming/
As for Father Jozo Zovko? He is living in his
community in Zagreb like all the Franciscans
of that parish. It is not yet known whether he
will be able to preach at his summer retreats
on the island of Badija the way he has done in
recent years. Those retreats planned before
that date will be postponed to October, God
willing!
The visionaries are sheltered in their family
homes, like all of us. Marija has sent this
lovely fraternal note to us: “God overblessyou
my dearest! With the Risen Jesus in our
hearts and the Gospa with us, we lack for
nothing. We are also in prayer, just as the
Gospa taught us from the very beginning.
Prayer holds first place, and conversion in the
family. A big kiss to all of you!” Your Marija.
As for our house, well, we are still in good
health and continuing to make our videos
despite our limited technical resources. For
instance, it takes 1 hour to send a 5-minute
film to France for editing, so that it can be
posted on YouTube and Facebook, etc. You
may have noticed our “amateurish” skills in
editing, and the photos don’t always have the
best resolution… Nevertheless, it is all being
done with love to reach out to you wherever
you are during this ordeal of confinement, and
so impatient to see the end of this pandemic!
We
supported
the “finducovitd19” (“endofcovid19”)
initiative before Easter and received a
beautiful sign of God’s blessing! On Holy
Saturday, the number of nations affected by
Covid19 was 193. On that day, according to
the site’s statistics, Christians from 193
nations had pledged to pray with us and
invoke the Name of Jesus at 3pm. On that
same day, the number who died was 103,000;
and on our website, we found that there were
103,000 people praying! God loves to give us
such small signs of encouragement! We will
continue to invoke the name of Jesus at 3 p.m.
until
the
end
of
the
pandemic. contact@finducovid19.com

around our Savior and His Mother, weeping
with them, praying and giving thanks for the
ineffable gift of salvation and eternal life
obtained at such great cost.
“We remember your death, Lord Jesus, we
proclaim your Resurrection and we await your
coming in glory!”
With all my heart I say to you: Stay
courageous, and be blessed in this Easter
celebration of tears and glory!
Letter to my friends n°3
Medjugorje, Divine Mercy Sunday, April 19,
2020
My dear Friends, Christ our joy is risen!
Reminder of Mary’s message conveyed on
the Feast of the Annunciation on March 25th:
“Dear children! I am with you all these years
to lead you to the way of salvation. Return to
my Son; return to prayer and fasting. Little
children, permit God to speak to your heart,
because Satan is reigning and wants to
destroy your lives and the earth on which you
walk. Be courageous and decide for holiness.
You will see conversion in your hearts and
families; prayer will be heard; God will hear
your cries and give you peace. I am with you
and am blessing you all with my motherly
blessing. Thank you for having responded to
my call.”
Some local news… Outwardly, nothing has
changed, the village remains deserted and
silent! But internally, beautiful things are
happening, bonds are becoming stronger
between communities, people are helping
each other with shopping and errands, people
have the time to speak on the phone which is
almost impossible when everything is
“normal”. In a word, the Lord is strengthening
our brotherly bonds, something He is so good
at doing!
We are praying for 3 people in the parish who
are victims of the coronavirus. Father Ante,
who was hospitalized in Mostar, went home to
the Father on Saturday 18, at the age of 77.
He had already dealt with several viruses in
Africa.
Also 2 religious’ sisters from the retirement
home convent in Miletina have gone to their
rest. Father Ante passed away, as did Saint
John Paul II, during the vigil of Divine Mercy
Sunday in April 2005. The other Franciscan
friars are doing well, thanks be to God! It is a
great joy for them to be together in their
ordinary community life, while respecting the
prescribed distances!
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Why this story today? The Church is in
agony. The shepherds are without their flock,
the sheep are without a shepherd, and the
churches are closed. No public Masses, no
sacraments, no prayer gatherings… However,
as the Gospa told us last year, “The Church is
my Son!” The Church is like her Master, she
endures violence and looks beaten. Some are
even leaving her in a fit of spite. But this is not
the time for abandonment!! On the contrary,
this is the time when, like Seraphia, we go
before Jesus who is a prisoner in chains to
show Him our unconditional love.
Far from whining and complaining, we want to
welcome the Crucified One, who rose from the
dead, was victorious over Evil, and who will
transform the brand of blood that is making us
suffer inside into a flame of love and glory.
After this trial, however difficult, there is before
us the Triumph of the Immaculate Heart
prepared by God. It is by worshipping our King
that we will hasten this Triumph. In adoration,
Jesus’ beautiful gaze will not fail to look deep
into our soul, communicating His flame, and
healing it from emptiness and fear.
6 – New hope! After 24 countries consecrated
themselves to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
and the Sacred Heart of Jesus on March 20th,
France has taken a small first step. Mgr. Marc
Aillet from Bayonne invited the faithful to be
united for the Consecration of France to the
Hearts of Jesus and Mary, which he will carry
out on Divine Mercy Sunday, April 19, in
private. A great big thank you to this Bishop!
See the link:
http://diocese64.org/actualites/item/1938-apropos-de-la-supplique-pour-la-consecrationde-la-france-aux-coeurs-de-jesus-et-de-marie
Dearest Gospa, we are so blessed to have
you with us! You have often told us, “I am with
you and I intercede for each of you before
God.” Now, in the midst of this ordeal, we
appreciate your maternal tenderness and the
power of your prayer more than ever! Thank
you for never tiring us, and for supporting us
no matter what!
Your sister Emmanuel +
Community
of
the
Beatitudes

The Blood and the Glory! Great is the joy in
our hearts, for Christ is risen! This joy cannot
be taken away from us. However, this Easter
celebration is marked by great suffering, which
in many cases is unprecedented. This has
made me think a great deal about a woman
who established the connection between
intolerable suffering and glory, two intertwined
realities that the world is experiencing today.
This woman is St. Veronica, known for wiping
the face of Jesus on the way to Calvary.
According to Venerable Martha Robin, her real
name was Seraphia. She was a cousin of the
Blessed Mother and barely older than her. She
loved and adored Jesus, and fed Him in the
Temple when His parents lost him at the age
of 12. When she heard the screams and
agitation in the street under her windows, and
saw that Jesus was in custody and carrying
His cross, her heart skipped a beat and she
rushed off to the sinister procession of Roman
soldiers, Pharisees and onlookers who were
accompanying Jesus toward His crucifixion.
God only knows how she managed to get
close to Him, given that the Romans and other
guards with their horses formed an
impassable barrier. She set off, however,
knowing that she could be exposed to serious
injury or even death. But love does not care
about barriers and knows how to open a
breach! There she was, standing before
Jesus, a disfigured, unrecognizable Jesus who
no longer looked human. She barely had time
to wipe His face before being kicked out by the
Roman guards. However, when she locked
eyes with Jesus, that gaze was something she
would never forget! Then Seraphia realized
that Jesus’ face had been etched onto her
veil… An unbelievable marvel! The relic of all
relics!
But there was more there than a relic on the
cloth: Jesus had another gift for her, rewarding
her wildly loving gesture towards Him: He
etched the Fire of His own Heart onto hers so
that she could carry within her the seal of
Christ’s love. Henceforth Seraphia was a
different person. For the remainder of her life,
she would feel the burning fire of charity in
her.
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Tangible Faith

Ashley Stevens April 15, 2020
parents happened to make friends with our
If I were to describe my faith journey in just a
neighbor. She was a sweet elderly lady and
few words, I would say it has been like climbing
asked if she could teach us children a card
a tree, starting from the ground up. Ground,
game called Solitaire. My parents accepted,
meaning I wasn’t born into a faith system, and a
and I’ll never forget the words she whispered to
tree, because of all the many necessary
me as her aged, twinkling eyes caught hold of
branches that led me to where I am now. It is a
mine: “Remember never to cheat … God is
place where I can see the beautiful path I have
always watching you.” I understood completely
already traveled. It is also a place where the
what she meant. Since that day, my
view just keeps getting more awesome. Let’s
contemplation of a God like that has grown into
start this story with my first memories.
an understanding of a God Who is not only
My Childhood
omniscient
but
also
omnipresent
and
I was raised in a small town in northern
omnipotent.
Canada. Our remote location and country
The rest of my childhood was spent steeped
lifestyle left my siblings and me quite sheltered.
in a coastal forest. We played through summer
We heard no talk, good or bad, of religion or
days riding horses and dreamed the winter
God while growing up.
nights away under His wondrous stars. If there
I do, however, have two distinct memories of
was a God, He was beautiful. He was good. But
God in my younger years. The first one
for now, mom was our gentle queen, dad was
happened when I was a baby. I remember how
our noble king, and we were their three blondethe sunlight poured into my bedroom window
haired, blue-eyed, happy country princesses.
just in front of my cozy crib. Its warmth and
The Tough Years
brightness seemed to enter as a guest that I
Our later teen years held many growing
had not yet met. I have never forgotten this
pains for my sisters and me. Perhaps it was a
extraordinary experience, even these thirtyblessing in disguise to have to grow up all at
seven years later. This memory has brought me
once, as we now hold many sweet childhood
moments of comfort throughout my life. For, He
memories in our hearts. Perhaps our hearts
knew all the days of my life that stretched out
were too small and needed stretching.
before me (Psalm 139:16). He knew all the
Nevertheless, it felt like mine broke into a
good I would do. He also knew the bad. Still, He
million pieces when our world collapsed.
chose to love me long before I could ever start
Fortunately, God used His own heart to fuse
loving Him back (1 John 4:19).
mine back together. Let me explain.
The second memory of God’s intervention in
I was seventeen years old when I was
my childhood was another very small one, but it
informed of my parent’s divorce. They sold our
still left a great and lasting impression on my
family farm as I was graduating from high
heart. It reminds me of Jesus’ beginning here
school and preparing to leave for college. My
on earth with just a small, private message from
twin sister was leaving to tour Ireland, while our
an angel to a young girl’s heart, a heart that
little sister had to stay behind to live with family
was willing. I too, received a small message,
friends in order to finish high school. She could
maybe even from a real angel. This story starts
not live with our mother, who had moved across
with my mother and father taking my two sisters
the world to live with her new spouse, and she
and me on a holiday to tour the Queen
could not live with our father, who had taken on
Charlotte Islands off our beautiful British
a new position at work that had him constantly
Columbian coast. As our family of five was
on the road. I myself didn’t feel prepared to get
sitting around the campfire one evening, my
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As the years progressed, I came to learn
that following Jesus is not as easy as knowing
Him. When I was thirty-three years of age, I
started to notice my mind and my heart
struggling more and more to keep peace with
each other.
Denomination was never an issue for my
husband and me. We chose to attend the
Mennonite Brethren church after settling in his
hometown. We had friends there, felt
welcomed, and were comfortable. It was not a
perfect life in the twelve years we attended
there, but we were both loyal, and the church
was our family.
Perhaps that is why it disturbed us so much
when our church split. One third of the
congregation left due to a new allowance of
women pastors. We too, were confused, but
believed a meeting with our lead pastor would
assure us that Jesus would be OK with the
change in teaching. The meeting turned out to
be a traumatic one. He assumed we were just
another couple coming in to accuse him of
blasphemy. He reacted to us with harsh words
and sent us out of the church in less than ten
minutes, after sternly defending himself with
several Bible verses. Our naïve view of church
leadership was starting to crumble.
I later ran into another acting pastor from
that church. He asked me what I thought of
everything that was happening and how I was
doing. I told him that I was unsettled, especially
after reviewing parts of the Bible where there
seemed to be a pre-established Church order
(1 Timothy 2–3; Ephesians 4:11). He laughed
and told me that I would only find what I was
looking for in the Catholic Church. I laughed
with him, as everybody knew that Catholics
were legalists who worshiped Mary, prayed to
statues, and wore good luck charms. He then
referred me to our church’s website. It
displayed both positive and negative views of
women pastors. Both were based on Scripture.
It seemed to suggest that we were to “define
our own truth.” Our mountain of truth was
crumbling.
It was during this time that some of our
trusted friends started pushing their own
theology. No Trinity. Saturday Sabbath. Adult
Baptism. Our more relaxed Bible study group
recommended that we shut these friends out of
our lives. Both sides quoted Scripture or
maintained the lack thereof. My favorite well-

by on my own. I felt abandoned. I had no moral
compass. This was a dangerous mixture,
leaving me to search for something to fill a void
that, as I eventually learned, only God could fill.
Meanwhile, by the time I was ready to reach my
hands out to God, three years later, they were
scarred, soiled and void.
The Offer
The only good part of my wandering was the
end of it. It was here in this wilderness that God
was able to speak to my heart (Hosea 2:14). He
chose to use the sunlight again, just like the first
time, when I was a baby. But this time, I was
old enough to understand who Jesus was.
It happened one day, as I was making my
daily walk to school on another warm spring
morning in the sunny Okanagan area of British
Columbia. The blossoms had such a sweet
fragrance that time of year. They should have
brought a heart joy. Instead, they landed on
someone who was in a heavy darkness. I felt
broken, lost and unlovable. It was here, in the
shadows, that Love came to greet me again. As
His sun hid behind the only cloud in the sky, I
heard Him call me out from hiding. I recalled the
signage in front of a church that I walked by
every day on the way to school: “For God so
loved the world that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but
have eternal life” (John 3:16). He pressed these
words as a question into my heart, and all I
could say in reply was a grateful “Yes.”
The Honeymoon Stage
I started attending that little church. It was
home to a Protestant Alliance congregation.
There, I received my very first Bible. I was
warmly welcomed into a Bible study. I received
teaching and rendered worship on Sunday
mornings. To sum it up in one word, it was
romantic. I was falling in love with Jesus. Those
days are filled with sweet memories of Him
generously pouring His light, warmth and
healing into my drained soul.
It was during this time that I also met my
husband, a strong, handsome and loving man.
We married on March 25th. At that time, we
were unaware of that day being the Feast of the
Annunciation, the Incarnation of the Word Who
became Flesh. That knowledge would come
later. For now, it was there, in the Protestant
world, that our growing family was nurtured to
know and love Jesus.
Crosses and Crossroads
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dark building we went, lighting it up like the first
peeping stars of the night. Tradition didn’t seem
so bad. The music seemed to chant into a little
lost corner of my spirit. I was still grieving the
loss of my baby. The stained glass windows of
the saints brought back shrouded hopeful
dreams that I once had harbored of my little girl
in heaven. The holy water sparkled as it
greeted the joyful people around us. The liturgy
seemed to make poems of different Bible
verses. The old and the new seemed to rhyme.
My heart was delighted; my mind was hushed.
I left there that evening with the Creed ringing in
my ears: I believe in one, holy, catholic, and
apostolic church. Wouldn’t it be nice if this were
true, I wished.
I Believe
When I got home, I told my husband about
this beautiful experience. He once again
reminded me of all the many heresies the
Catholic Church taught: A priest must forgive
their sins. The Lord’s Supper was made to be a
meal for vampires. The Pope never sinned.
Still, God breathed into me. He started by
illuminating His Providence throughout history:
“I brought forth Abraham. I Am the Exodus. I
carried the Israelites. I lifted King David. I
birthed my Church and I am with her until the
end of time.”
All I could conceive in my mind at that time
was the unfolding of His Word, starting from the
beginning of the Old Testament right into His
Church. Not once did this depend on our
perfection or strength. Surely, this same God
would not let the fulfillment of truth be covered
in barnacles, scattered in thousands of
denominations or hidden for the lofty to uncover
(1 Timothy 3:15). This produced a holy fear in
me that did not invoke a running or striving.
Instead, I felt a peaceful surrender. Like Mary,
who did not understand the angel’s message
(Luke
1:34),
I
simply
confessed
a
misunderstanding of His Church. Like Mary,
who believed no word shall be impossible with
God (Luke 1:37), I merely accepted the
authority of the Church because God told me
to. I was excited to learn about the Church He
talked so much about in the Gospels from His
perspective. It was only after this gift of faith on
God’s part, and an act of faith on mine, that
God began to transform my prejudices into
beautiful mysteries that I could begin to
understand and appreciate. He did so in His

known online Baptist preacher taught that God
predestines people to go to hell. My favorite
Evangelist author taught it didn’t matter if you
sinned before receiving the Lord’s Supper. The
controversies in Scripture and leaders seemed
to be increasing in our lives.
Fear drove me. My faith had not yet grown
to believe in the unfathomable goodness and
power of God. Compelled by my own scars
from memories of my own abandonment
history, I strove for knowledge. I was a mother,
wife, and homemaker. I had a professional
career. On top of that, I carried many extra
burdens to gain approval and security. During
my fourth pregnancy, I suffered a miscarriage.
Not only was it painful in body and mind, I fell
hard in a spiritual sense. My pride had lifted me
to dangerous heights. It was here, on this
threshing floor, that I had no strength left to run.
It was also here that God could finally catch my
attention with His gentle touch.
Amazing Grace
It was here, again, in this dry desert that my
soul roamed for about a year. It was a quiet
time, where I could hear tender words of mercy
spoken to my soul. In this faraway land, I
affirmed with God “all is gift.” Once again, He
tenderly carried me back to the land of the living
and offered me new life.
It was then that I was invited to my little
sister’s baptism into the Catholic Church. In the
beginning, I had felt an urge to protect her from
taking a wrong turn. As she visited our home,
she explained the Catholic Church is the only
one that is apostolic. I shared my fears of
entering what seemed to be a barnacleharboring, medieval ship with pirates. However,
this conversation left my heart feeling regretful.
We talked some more and prayed together for a
sign. When I dropped her off at the airport the
next day, her departure room had only two
people sitting in it: two nuns dressed in full
attire. It was the first time I had ever seen a
nun. God was drawing me to come and support
my sister’s baptism, which was to take place in
a few months.
It was then, too, that I attended my first
Mass, on Easter Vigil 2015. I had never before
started a church service in the dark. As we
made our way outside under the moonlit night, I
felt like a kid again beside my sister. We kindled
our little candles from the large one that
represented the light of Christ. Back into the
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emphasis on works, the cooperation of faith and
works in James 2:22 would have been a more
biblical solution than sola fide, which contradicts
James 2:24 (“a man is justified by works and
not by faith alone”). I was also surprised to find
verses that actually encourage tradition,
contradicting sola Scriptura. My personal
favorites are 2 Thessalonians 2:15 and 2 Peter
15-16.
Reformation or Divorce?
I have to say that the spirit of the
Reformation reminds me more of my parents’
divorce (Malachi 2:16) than that of Jesus’
cleansing of the temple (Matthew 21:12). I
imagine that zeal for God’s house is what
prompted the reformers (Psalm 69:9); however,
God has always been jealous for His fiancée
(Exodus 34:14), whom He purified time after
time. The night before consummating His love
for Israel, He prayed “that they may all be one;
even as you, Father, are in me, and I in you,
that they also may be in us, so that the world
may believe that you have sent me” (John
17:21). If His bride, Israel, has become His
Church, her body is His Body and the
Reformation is a scandalous divorce. For
Christianity must witness to the world that all
things hold together in Christ (Colossians 1:17).
Justice or Mercy?
Next came the foreign teaching of Purgatory.
It was always explained to me as something
added to the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. This was
something
obviously
blasphemous
to
Protestants, and I now know it is just as
blasphemous to Catholics. God used a near
death experience of a famous neurosurgeon by
the name of Eben Alexander to help me warm
up to the Catholic understanding of Purgatory. It
seemed to be a place of “extra time” to cultivate
a desire to detach from the world and to love
God. He even relates “visits” to heaven while in
this place of growth. It seemed to be a place of
mercy, especially in light of Hebrews 12:14,
which tells us that nothing unholy can enter
Heaven.
The Eucharist and Mary
After that came the Eucharist and Mary. For
me, Scripture was not enough to grasp anything
tangible on either, although there were some
verses that certainly seemed to point to
something more than just Protestant views.
For example, I had never connected the end of
Revelation 11 to the beginning of chapter 12,

own time and in His own way. He truly knows
us better than we know ourselves and helps us
in our weakness (Romans 8:26-27).
This was once again a honeymoon phase,
except this time I was falling in love with Jesus’
Church. This compared somewhat to the
unveiling of a wedding cake. I felt like all my
Christian life was spent studying the recipe and
shopping for ingredients. It is only after seeing
the beautiful cake, the fullness of His Saving
Word, that I could say with confidence: “Yes,
He is truly lovely.” However, I had to wait three
years before I could eat this cake.
Waiting and Learning
My husband threatened divorce if I dared to
start attending Mass, not to mention actually
entering the Catholic Church. The priest I
discussed the matter with, knowing my
situation, counseled me not to attend Mass for
the time being. He explained the priority of the
Sacrament of Marriage. To contradict and injure
one sacrament by receiving another (the
Eucharist, as much as I craved it) is not God’s
way.
This was a time of profound confusion for
me. I did not understand what God was doing.
So many times I begged Him to relieve me of
this tension. However, looking back, I can see
that His power is made perfect in weakness (2
Corinthians 12:8-10). Wisdom knew this was a
good time for me to learn how to trust, obey,
and grow in patience and humility.
Extra Books?
He also used it as a time to learn what His
Church really teaches. He started with a book
by Henry Graham on the history of the Bible. I
had tried to understand this before, but always
found the explanations unsatisfying and
perforated. The most trained Protestant
theologians usually liked to offer an
oversimplified “we got the Bible from God.” I
now imagine the can of worms that would have
been opened if they had admitted it was the
authority of the Catholic Church that decided
which books would be included. It was
particularly interesting to discover that the same
movement that removed some books of the
Bible after over a thousand years of Christian
use, also wanted to remove our epistle of
James and the beautiful book of Revelation.
These were only just more contradictions to an
extreme push back on the times desperately in
need of balance. For example, if there was an
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well as man. All of Him is human and all of Him
is God. When I began to penetrate this mystery,
I began to be in awe of this God-Man. His Blood
is far more precious than we can ever fully
comprehend. His Flesh is far more heavenly
than the manna that rained down in the desert
(John 6:31-34). Both have destroyed the devil
(Hebrews 2:14). It is here that I began to desire
uniting my whole being to Him. This is the hope
of our resurrection (John 11:25). This is His
hope for His broken world, for His Body is made
present in ours to be His hands. For the first
time in my Christian life, my faith has satisfied
me and equipped me to do His will (Hebrews
13:20-21).
Conclusion
As for my husband, his heart has slowly
warmed up to the idea of the Catholic Church.
Three years after my conversion, he started to
support me on entering the Church, Easter
2018. Desiring baptism, he and our children
were baptized Catholic the following Fall. We
have been attending Mass together as a family
ever since, and I trust that God, who began a
good work in all of us, will bring it to completion
on the day of Jesus Christ (Philippians 1:6).
The Coming Home Network

especially in relation to the fulfillment of the Ark
of the Old Covenant (Exodus 25:11-21). Still,
Mary seemed to be a stranger between myself
and the God Who had recently told me nothing
can separate me from His love (Romans 8:3839). Yet, in His mercy, He introduced Mary’s
soul to me in a dream. I struggle with words to
justify her to you, but I can say she magnifies
(Luke 1:46) the secret in fulfilling our Christian
mission. She shows us children of Eve how to
carry Jesus well with humility and obedience. If
it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye
of a needle than for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of God (Mark 10:25), there is no soul
poorer or more humble than Mary’s.
Moving on to the Eucharist, there sure seemed
to be many literal terms on eating His flesh and
drinking His Blood in the Gospel of John.
However, the idea of eating another human
being did not seem like a very important part of
the Christian walk to me. I think that is why God
chose to reveal Mary to me before the
Eucharist. She helped me to get to know Jesus
better and love Him for Who He is. She helped
me to understand that He is fully human and
fully God, and you cannot separate His
humanity from His divinity. In other words, His
Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity are God as
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In New Zealand and Australia

Over 200 Catholics are offering Catholics “B & B” for $35.00 one person, or $30.00 per person for 2 or
more persons per night, includes continental breakfast. This is a wonderful way for Catholics to meet and
enjoy the company of other Catholics. If you wish to become a host or if you wish to purchase a book with
all the details of hosts, the cost is $15, includes postage, contact or order from Marie Anderson, 2 Brent
Place, Christchurch, 8053. Phone: 03 3595 541, email: marie.ian@xtra.co.nz.

My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
18

PIONEER

The Pioneer Total Abstinence Association of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
was founded by Fr James A. Callan S.J. in Dublin on 28 December 1898

AIM OF THE ASSOCIATION
Peace and Harmony in the Home
THE PIONEER CONTRIBUTION
The spread of the Christian virtue of temperance throughout Ireland and abroad
MEANS

• Prayer, an alcohol-free life style and public witness to the infinite love of the Sacred Heart by wearing the pin
• Support for the young and victims of drug and alcohol abuse
• Alternative social and cultural activities
• A monthly family magazine and use of other media
Promoting Pioneer membership worldwide CONTACT JOHN 09 522 1728 OR MARY 09 620 4605

Auckland Eucharistic Convention 2020
Blessings,
May the peace of our Risen Lord reign in your heart and bubble.
I hope this message finds you in good health and buoyed by the Spirit. I hope, too, is that
the easing of restrictions as we have moved to Covid Level-3 has brought you some relief.
Hugging our grandchildren brought us such lift in spirits.
I commend for your use the Diocesan website, https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/, if
you have not already accessed it. It has a wide range of resources to help one grow in faith.
The videos suggested after Mass each day are well worth watching.
The restrictions arising from our response to Covid-19 has taken its toll on many activities
we formerly accepted as normal. The organising group for Eucharistic Convention 2020 has
been agonizing over a decision on whether to go ahead with the Convention in the format to
which we have grown accustomed.
Sadly, even under Covid Level-2, we do not appear to be able to gather in a large group.
The advice we have been given is that level-2 restrictions are likely to ‘continue for quite a few
months.’ This has necessitated our decision to find another way to deliver the ‘spiritual shot
in the arm’ the Eucharistic Convention provides those who attend. The Convention will not be
held as a gathering this year. We pray that we will be able to return to our usual practice in
2021.
We are actively pursuing an online option for 2020. I will let you have more details as they
become available.
You may wish to support the work of the overseas speakers who had agreed to come.
Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers at https://www.deaconharold.com/ and
Charbel Raish at www.parousiamedia.com or www.facebook.com/parousiamedia
May Our Lord grant you the grace to carry your cross at this time.
Deacon Mark
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Let us ask with faith that the Holy Spirit may descend upon our wounded world
and manifest the Father's tenderness for those who suffer. Let us ask Mary to
spread her maternal mantle of protection over all men.
Thank you to all those who will join us in this campaign of intercession. In union of
prayer
Sequence to the Holy Spirit
Come, Holy Spirit,
send forth the heavenly
radiance of your light.
Come, father of the poor,
come, giver of gifts,
come, light of the heart.
Greatest comforter,
sweet guest of the soul,
sweet consolation.
In labour, rest,
in heat, temperance,
in tears, solace.
O most blessed light,
fill the inmost heart
of your faithful.
Without your grace,
there is nothing in us,
nothing that is not harmful.
Cleanse that which is unclean,
water that which is dry,
heal that which is wounded.
Bend that which is inflexible,
fire that which is chilled,
correct what goes astray.
Give to your faithful,
those who trust in you,
the sevenfold gifts.
Grant the reward of virtue,
grant the deliverance of salvation,
grant eternal joy.
AMEN
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