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This newsletter may be copied and distributed free of charge. Further copies may be obtained from the address above.
If you wish to receive this newsletter directly, please send your name and full postal address, (PRINTED please) and you will be
included in our list of subscribers. ANY ISSUE RETURNED BY NZ POST AS “UNKNOWN AT THIS ADDRESS” WILL AUTOMATICALLY
RESULT IN THE ADDRESSEE BEING DELETED FROM OUR MAILING LIST. So, please advise us of any change of address.
As its name ‘Medjugorje News’ implies, the aim of this newsletter is essentially the spreading of the messages received by
the visionaries in Medjugorje, according to the wishes of Our Lady.

The Medjugorje Story
On the evening of 24 June 1981, in the
parish of St James in Medjugorje, six
young people claimed to have seen the
Blessed Virgin Mary on Podbrdo Hill.

the parish of Medjugorje and the world.  All six still
claim apparitions, though only three of them now on
a daily basis, and each of the six says that he or she
has received, or is in the process of receiving, ten
secrets. The first of the secrets is to be revealed to
the world through Mirjana Dragicevic, and the third
is said to be concerned with a permanent sign that
will authenticate the apparitions and be a help to
conversion, and will be evident to all at Medjugorje.
The visionaries say that Our Lady identifies herself
to them as the Queen of Peace.
As a result of these claims, more than forty million
people have visited Medjugorje from all over
the world and there have been many assertions
regarding remarkable signs and wonders, cures
and spiritual healing. There is no doubt at all that
those millions of people have found a pilgrimage to
Medjugorje one of the most spiritually significant
experiences of their lives.

The next day four of the six alleged another meeting
with Our Lady, and said they spoke with her. On this
occasion, the four teenagers (three girls and a boy)
were joined by another young boy and a teenage
girl.  These six became the definitive visionaries
in Medjugorje; they are Ivanka Ivankovic, Mirjana
Dragicevic, Vicka Ivankovic, Ivan Dragicevic, Marija
Pavlovic and Jakov Colo.
Since 1981, these six young people have been the
centre of world attention, and medical and scientific
studies. Their principal claim is that practically every
day to the present time, our Blessed Lady has been
appearing to one or more of them, and that from
her they have received thousands of messages for

We acknowledge and accept that the authority regarding the authenticity of apparitions, locutions and related messages as well as
all private revelations from Our Lord, Our Lady or any Saint rests with the Holy See of Rome whose final judgement we will respect
and obey. We also affirm our total allegiance to our One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church, our Priests and Bishops and our Holy
Father, Pope Francis.
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THE MEDJUGORJE MESSAGE

THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY PROPOSES A SIX-POINT PROGRAMME:
1. Faith - Belief in God and in the supernatural. It is your true vision. Therefore live by it.
2. Commitment to God - Let Him direct your life. Begin by turning away from sin in true
conversion and repentance.
3. Prayer - Regular Mass, monthly confession, daily rosary and dedication to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
4. Fasting - Bread and water on Fridays (and Wednesdays) if you can. If not, at least cut back or
practice some other form of self denial.
5. Peace - In your own heart, in your family and neighbourhood and workplace, in all your human
relations and reaching out to the war-stricken world.
6. The Holy Bible - We should read part of the Holy Scripture every day.

THE MESSAGES OF MARY ARE ADDRESSED NOT ONLY TO CATHOLICS
BUT TO THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE, REGARDLESS OF BELIEFS OR RELIGION.

Our Lady’s Messages
Aug 25, 2019
“Dear children!
Pray, work and witness with love for the Kingdom of Heaven that it may be good for you here on earth. Little
children, God will bless your effort a hundred fold; you will be witnesses among peoples, souls of unbelievers will
feel the grace of conversion and Heaven will be grateful for your efforts and sacrifices. Little children, witness with
the Rosary in hand that you are mine and decide for holiness.
Thank you for having responded to my call.”

Sep 25, 2019
“Dear children!
Today I am calling you to pray for my intentions so that I may help you. Little children, pray the Rosary and
meditate the mysteries of the Rosary because, in your life, you are also passing through joys and sorrows. In
this way, you are transforming the mysteries into your life, because life is a mystery until you place it into God’s
hands. In this way, you will have the experience of faith like Peter who met Jesus and the Holy Spirit filled his
heart. Little children, you are also called to witness by living the love with which, day by day, God wraps you with
my presence. Therefore, little children, be open and pray with the heart in faith.
Thank you for having responded to my call.”

Oct 25, 2019
“Dear children!
Today I call you to prayer. May prayer be a balm to your soul, because the fruit of prayer is joy, giving and
witnessing God to others - through your life. Little children, in complete surrender to God, He will take care of
everything and will bless you; and your sacrifices will have meaning. I am with you and bless all of you with my
motherly blessing.
Thank you for having responded to my call.”
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From the Editor:

Dear Friends of Medjugorje News,
Where do the days go, Advent is here, another blessed time of
the year with Our Lord, Our Mother Mary, and our own wonderful
families. A special time to revisit all the blessings and graces we
have received during the year.
We seem to be in a time of focusing on Our Lord for direction and
guidance, turning to him in times of need and struggle, in many
personal lives as well as the church life. Everything I read seems
to be situations at crisis point, violence in the streets, homes. Even
in our own New Zealand, we are facing the culture of death with
the abortion reform and Euthanasia Bill in front of parliament at the
moment. People seem to be turning their backs on The Lord, and
then wonder why they feel He is not listening when a crisis arises.
I guess we all have to make a stand and choose which side we want
to be on, with The Lord or the secular society we seem to be facing
today. I don’t know about you, but I know where I want to be, with
THE LORD. Where else can we go Lord, you have eternal life.
Many blessings, Have a wonderful Christmas and a Blessed New Year.
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.”

Regards Sarah Moran

Visiting those in prison –
by writing

regular basis, usually once every 1-2 months. Can you
help?
There will be absolutely no cost to you, Divine Mercy
Publications/Trust will cover all expenses including
sending funds via the prison Chaplain approximately
twice per year to help the inmates purchase food,
toiletries, medicines, clothes and in some case pay a
portion of their children‘s school fees to prevent them
becoming ‘street kids‘.
All you need give is your time and mercy to these
needy souls.
If you would like to know more please contact us.
Thank you for your consideration of this important
request.

Would you like to become involved in a very
special work of mercy by writing to long-term
prisoners in a foreign country? Divine Mercy
Publications have set up a team of letter writers
to correspond with the inmates of a maximum
security jail in Zambia, central Africa. Most of
these are Catholics/Christians to whom we send
reading and prayer literature as well as clothes
and toiletries.
The requests for pen pals are growing; the prison we
write to has over 400 inmates, most of whom are in
desperate need of consolation and encouragement.
They are served by an Irish Catholic priest, whom they
see 2-3 times per month.
We wish to continue this important work of mercy
and need helpers to ‘adopt’ a prisoner and write on a

Divine Mercy Publications Trust
Christchurch. PO Box 20266,
Bishopdale, Christchurch 8543.
Ph/Fax 03-359 2087
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Excerpts from
Children of Medjugorje

From Sister Emmanuel - http://www.childrenofmedjugorje.com/

Five Simple Messages
Sr. Emmanuel is the founder of Children of Medjugorje,
a lay missionary organization dedicated to delivering five
simple messages from Our Lady in Medjugorje:

“Little children, trials will come!” The Queen of the
Prophets has never been clearer than today, and that is
no accident. The worst thing for us to do would be to
ignore her warning, because it is serious. For 38 years,
she has shown us the way to peace and even to prosperity
(see message of 25 Dec. 1999 for the 3rd millennium.)
But despite her warnings about the risks we take by not
listening to her, her children’s response has been too
weak. She must now warn us that difficult times are near.
As if the world weren’t already going through hard times!
Kyrie eleison! Take note, however, we are not talking
about the end of the world. In fact, Mary tells us about
future generations, she is “preparing us for the New
Times”, and of course for the triumph of her Immaculate
Heart. Obviously, when a mother prepares her child for
something, she does not prepare him for an event in the
future that he will not experience. On the contrary, she
prepares her child for what he will see in his lifetime. In
other words, you and I will probably see these New Times!
Every triumph is preceded by a conflict or a battle, for one
does not triumph over peace. We are already in the middle
of this battle. That much is obvious. So many wounds, so
much suffering! The closer victory approaches, the more
intense the battle becomes, because the enemy, seeing
the end of his power closing in, behaves like an aggressive
animal before collapsing having been wounded to death.
With God it is never too late. We may no longer be able
to prevent trials from happening, but we can soften and
shorten them. Far be it from me to want to explain here
the kinds of trials that await us, let us instead focus on
ways to draw upon God’s grace and His extraordinary
mercy so that we may survive in the midst of these waves
that overpower us.
Every authentic prophecy contains its share of hope, and
today Mary tells us where to find true refuge, the one
that never deceives: The Heart of her Son Jesus, who will
always remain present to us through the Eucharist. “He is
still alive with you in the Eucharist, for the Eucharist is his
Heart. The Eucharist is the heart of faith. He has never
abandoned you, even when you tried to move away from
Him...” She also said, “Those of my children who have

aFasting
aPraying of the Rosary
aScripture Reading
aHoly Mass
aConfession

faith - true faith - are happy no matter what, because they
begin to experience heavenly happiness while on earth.”
Now who are those who have true faith? Those who cling
to Christ with their whole being.
The assurances offered to us by the world and its excessive
materialism can no longer assure us of anything. If I take
out life insurance, it only works when I’m dead! Jesus
alone is our true security, our safe haven, our true Life
insurance!
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”Sin will reign”, Mary said. “But if you are mine, you
will overcome it because your refuge will be the Heart of
my Son Jesus. That is why the world needs worshipers,
to allow the Lord to reign again in the heart of the world.
Mary asked that there be a chapel of perpetual adoration
in each parish. Seeing her Son adored by His children is
her most treasured dream. When we adore Jesus hidden in
the tabernacle, or exposed on the altar, even if distractions
may disturb us, Jesus is there alive, He radiates in the
invisible and He acts in our souls! His whole life is there
before us, like an open book with gushing flames. We are
gradually transformed, because we are filled and enriched
with Him. Why do so many Catholics today doubt the
presence of Jesus in the Eucharist? Don’t they know that
Satan himself is aware of this presence? Why do Satanists,
who always seek to prolong Christ’s passion with their
sacrileges, smash tabernacles to steal the hosts? Don’t
they have enough bakeries near their homes to find bread?
It is beautiful to see that Jesus extends his divine rays
of love and light not only on those who adore Him, but
that this powerful radiation of love extends even to
the surroundings! We move from the natural to the
supernatural, and fruit is borne. I know a priest whose
mission is to create chapels of perpetual adoration in the
parishes that invite him. He told me that in 1984, the city
of Trieste had the highest suicide rate in all of Italy. Not
to mention other evils such as crime, rape, theft, divorces,
abortions, occult practices, etc. These statistics are in the
city’s records. That very year, he founded a chapel of
perpetual adoration. Well, in just one year, the suicide rate
fell by one half!

Rome has arrived! Thanks to the good work of Bishop
Hoser, the Pope’s envoy for the pastoral care of Medjugorje,
many prelates did not shy away from coming to celebrate
the Eucharist in Medjugorje in recent weeks! From Rome
came Archbishop Rino Fisichella, President of the Pontifical
Counsel for the New Evangelization and Cardinal Angelo
De Donatis; and then the Cardinal of Sarajevo, Mgr. Pulic;
The Apostolic Nuncio for Bosnia and Herzegovina, Mgr.
Luiggi Pezzuto.
Even France is starting to budge! We already had Mgr.
Dominique Rey, Bishop of Toulon, then the Archbishop of
Avignon, Mgr. Jean-Pierre Cattenoz. Mgr. Dominique Rey,
Bishop of Toulon.
This marks a new turning point for the Marian Shrine of
Medjugorje, which is very positive and promising!
When there are too many mosquitoes in a room,
a device is plugged in that emits a scent or sound that
scares them away. Our prayer, on the other hand, is like
an incense that rises to God, like a fragrance that delights
His heart. And prayer annoys the demons so much that
they run away from this incense. So let us not forget this
touching confidence disclosed by Our Lady in May 2017:
“The prayers you address to me are the most beautiful
roses of love for me. I cannot fail to be there where I smell
the scent of roses!”
Do you know that each of our Ave Maria’s is a rose offered
to the Mother of God?
Visionaries of the future. In the 1960s, Father Joseph
Ratzinger, while still a professor of theology in Germany,
wrote down his vision of the Church of tomorrow. These
lines, which he surely received through intense prayer,
surprise us and amaze us because they so closely match
the direction that the Church is following today. It sounds
like a “return to Jerusalem”, not in terms of the place, but
rather the way of life of the Christians at that time, living
in the midst of a hostile world.
In short, he had the intuition that the Church would lose
a great deal: buildings, faithful, priests, social privileges;
there would be a smaller Church with fewer believers who
are forced to abandon most of the places of worship that
were built over the centuries. He saw a Church of Minority
Catholics, having little influence on political choices,
humiliated and forced to start over from scratch. At the
same time, this is a Church that finds herself, thanks
to this massive upheaval and its rebirth, streamlined,
vigorous and missionary.... The Church will be revived
by small groups, minority movements that will put faith
back at the center of their hope. This Church will be more
spiritual, renouncing all political expectations. The Church
will be poor, and will once again become the Church of the
needy. At that moment, people will discover that they live
in a world of indescribable solitude, they have lost God’s
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vision and will be horrified by their indigence. Then, and
only then, Ratzinger concluded, “will they see the small
flock of believers as something completely new: they will
discover it as a hope for themselves, an answer they had
always secretly been waiting for.” Will these small groups
really revive the Church?
The Gospa tells us... How can we not connect the prophetic
words of the young Ratzinger (who had no inkling that he
would become pope!), with a message from the Blessed
Mother in Medjugorje, which seems to me to have also
gone unnoticed: “Prayer groups are powerful, and through
them I can see that the Holy Spirit is at work in the world.
(June 25, 2004). She did not say “the family is strong”,
“the parishes are strong”, and “the Vatican is strong”... No,
the prayer groups are strong because, she says, “All those
who pray and are members of prayer groups are open to
God’s will in their hearts and joyfully witness God’s love...”
(September 25, 2000).
Venerable Marthe Robin, a French mystic and stigmatic,
who had foreseen the deep crisis of the Church in her own
lifetime (1901-1981), and the extremely difficult times that
were to come, perceived that the Church was going into
agony, even saying that, apparently, “there will be nothing
left, except a few hubs of fervor.”
These little hubs of fervor are the families who pray together
as well as the simple little prayer groups that are hidden
from the eyes of the enemy. For 38 years, thousands of
small groups of fervent prayer warriors have formed from
Medjugorje, like little lights that shine here and there in
the world, thus preparing in secret the triumph of the
Immaculate Heart.
The visionary Ivan Dragicevic said to Radio Maria - Italy,
in August 2012: “When the secrets of Medjugorje are
revealed, the Church will find itself in great persecution
and suffering, and this suffering has already begun.”
The Church follows the Master wherever he goes, even
into his Passion. Is she not His bride?
The Heavenly Father has everything in his hands, he will
lead his children to safety, as he led his Son Jesus into the
Resurrection after he completed the work of Redemption.
The kind of safety we have today will then disappear and
will be based on other values.
This suffering will have an end, and the resurrection of the
Church is already being felt; these will be “the New Times”
for which Mary is preparing us (25.06.19), “A time of peace
that my heart is yearning for (25 06.1995), “a springtime”
she says, very different from our time which looks like an
incredible chaos! No one can guess the beauties that this
springtime has in store for us, except that then the enemy
will no longer have a say. “The Holy Spirit will renew the
face of the earth!” (25.06.19)
The seer Marija Pavlovic said last March in the Cathedral
of Vienna: “The Triumph of the Immaculate Heart has
already begun!”
We see many signs of this! For example, the 2,856,000

people who, this summer, followed the Medjugorje
Youth Festival on the Internet. Never has that happened
before! In addition, prayer groups adopting various
movements and spiritualities are multiplying in parishes
and elsewhere. Summer festivals, which are increasing in
number, are held every year, most of them at the initiative
of the New Communities. They are filling up, and they
are the places where the greatest resurrections take
place. Martha Robin prophesied: conversions, liberations,
healing, deliverances... Even better: adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament, which had been abandoned since the
1970s, is coming back in majesty. In many major cities,
Jesus in the Eucharist is exposed for the worship of the
faithful, sometimes 24 hours a day. This is why these
parishes radiate magnificently! And dare I say, the more
our world sinks into a slow apostasy (Benedict 16), the
more these kinds of unpublished graces will increase. “And
where sin abounded, grace did more abound” (Rm 5:20).
In His fathomless Mercy, God does not want any of his
children to be lost...
Let us not lose courage, let us urge each other to trust
in God, and above all, let us not jump out of the boat of
the Church which is in agony! That would be a disastrous
move. Jesus himself is sleeping in this boat, but in a very
light sleep. Let us stay with him in the midst of the waves!
He alone will calm the storms which are breaking so many
hearts and discouraging so many believers...

On 2 October, 2019, Mirjana received her monthly
apparition at the Blue Cross, surrounded by a large
crowd of pilgrims. After the apparition, she conveyed this
message:
“Dear children, the will and the love of the Heavenly Father
make it so that I am among you, that I, with a motherly
love, may help the growth of faith in your heart, for you to
be able to truly comprehend the purpose of earthly life and
the greatness of the heavenly one. My children, the earthly
life is the way to eternity, to truth, and to life-to my Son. I
desire to lead you on that way.
You, my children-you who always thirst for more love,
truth, and faith-need to know that there is only one spring
from which you can drink. It is trust in the Heavenly Father;
it is trust in His love.
Abandon yourselves completely to His will and do not be
afraid. Everything that is best for you, everything that
leads you to eternal life, will be given to you. You will
comprehend that the purpose of life is not always to want
and take, but to love and give. You will have true peace and
true love. You will be apostles of love. By your example,
you will make it so that those children who do not know
my Son and His love may desire to come to know Him.
My children, apostles of my love, adore my Son with me
and love Him above all. Always strive to live in His truth.
Thank you.”

We are approaching October, the month of the
Rosary, the month of the great miracle of the sun at
Fatima (October 13, 1917), which confirmed all the words
of the Queen of the Rosary: “Pray the Rosary every day,
for peace in the world and the end of the war.” In times of
war, we must take up weapons, the ones that frighten the
enemy the most. That is the case of the Rosary!
This month once again, the Blessed Mother tells us of her
great desire: “Dear children, pray! Pray the Rosary every
day, this garland of flowers that connects me directly, as a
mother, to your pains, your sufferings, desires and hopes.”
What a beautiful image, the garland of flowers! Who
among us wouldn’t dream to connect to Our Lady their
pains, sufferings, desires and hopes, through this garland,
so that she may transform them into joy, beauty, fragrance
and fruits?
Last month, Mary said, “Little children, witness with the
Rosary in hand, and decide for holiness. (August 25, 19).
It is her great love for us that drives her to renew this call
so often, as any good mother would, and she will do so
until we put it into practice!
Dearest Gospa, we clearly see that without your powerful
help, life will be too difficult! Thank you for tirelessly
encouraging us! Thank you for offering each of us this
garland of flowers to connect with you and keep us safe in
your Immaculate Heart!
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We become what we contemplate!
Why, on Christian radio stations, is the Rosary prayer the
show with the largest audience?
Why, in CD sales charts, is the Rosary the bestseller?
Why did the great thaumaturge Padre Pio always have the
Rosary in his hand?
Why did Mother Teresa of Calcutta’s Rosary open all the
doors for her?
Why does the Woman Who Crushes the Serpent’s Head
recommend the Rosary so much?
Why was the Rosary the favorite prayer of St. John Paul II?
Why does Satan tremble at the simple name of Mary in
the Rosary?
Why is the Rosary the prayer of the New Times?
Because the Rosary is the prayer of Mary herself! As she
said in Medjugorje: “Dear children, when I was on earth,
I was praying the Rosary constantly!” How did she do that
in her time, when the Rosary did not exist? She revealed
the secret: “When I was on earth, I constantly had my
eyes fixed on the life of Jesus, my Son, and that is what
the Rosary is!” (Message to Jelena Vasilj, for the prayer
group).
It opens up all the horizons of contemplation and its fruits.
The more we lovingly plunge into the life of Jesus revealed
in the Gospel, and also in to the lives of the Saints, the
more we are absorbed into what he is and what he has.
We grow in likeness to Jesus, just as Mary did, day by day,

by contemplating him constantly. Yes, in the Rosary, we
become what we contemplate! Each Rosary prayed with
the heart increases this resemblance. And if, with Mary, we
contemplate Jesus in the Mysteries of his life, we enrich our
hearts and souls in such a way that the enemy runs away.
The mere name of Mary in the Ave Maria is an unbearable
torture for Satan, for it is she, Mary, who was appointed
by God to crush his head. We, as her descendants, can
do this, if we stand with her. “Sin will reign,” she said last
summer, “but if you are mine, you will win! (July 25, 2019).
Pope Francis invited all the faithful to recite the Rosary
every day in October, and to end it with prayers to St.
Michael the Archangel, followed by the traditional hymn to
Mary, Sub Tuum Praesidium, in order to protect the Church
from the demon in these times of crisis.

twenty mysteries. It is this prayer that always supported
him in his daily struggle against evil, during all his years
spent in the Diocese of Rome.
Cardinal Ernest Simoni. Under the communist regime
in Albania, he was sentenced to death several times,
spending more than twenty years in prison and in forced
labor in the sewers. At the Medjugorje Youth Festival in
2017, he said: “Anyone who prays three Rosaries a day will
receive unimaginable miracles. So love the Rosary, pray it.
I guarantee you that the Virgin Mary, the Queen of Peace,
will fill you with many graces, and be sure that you will
receive light and peace. Everything you ask the Blessed
Virgin will be presented to Jesus and Jesus will grant it. I
want to testify to that, right here and in our day. Don’t be
afraid, she is with us and will always protect the world!”
Saint Joseph Cafasso recounts that one day, very early
in the morning, he met a little old woman gathered in
prayer in the streets of Turin. The saint approached her
and asked, “How is it that you are here so early, my good
lady?” “I walk here to clean the streets,” she replied.
Surprised, the saint asked, “What does that mean?” “Last
night there was a carnival, and many sins were committed.
So I pass by, praying the Rosary, in order to cleanse the
streets of all these sins.”
Saint Maximilian Kolbe. In the diary of this martyr of
charity, we read: “As many rosaries are prayed, so many
souls are saved!”
St. Louis-Marie Grignion de Montfort, this great Marian
apostle, said that “When the Holy Spirit finds love for Mary
in a soul, he flies to it!”

Family memory. During the Second World War, my
father was arrested by the Gestapo for his activities in the
Resistance. He spent three years in a cell with 10 other
resistance fighters in concentration camps in Germany. As
a great lover of Our Lady, he prayed the Rosary often. His
mother, whose only son he was, had no news of him over
those years, but she was heroically trusting in Mary, and
kept believing that he would return, praying rosary after
rosary.
One day when my father was exhausted and starving
like all his fellow prisoners, the SS in faction asked the
prisoners to carry stones from a quarry to the place where
they planned to build something. Each prisoner was given
a stone to carry. When my father saw the stone he was
given, he understood that his last hour had come, for it
was impossible for him to lift it even an inch as it was so
large. He also knew that if he didn’t carry it, the dogs of
the SS would jump on him and the guards would finish him
off like a beast. He had seen this happen before.
Standing by his stone, in his distress, he looked up. He
then saw a simple house close by, and on its façade was a
small alcove in which stood a statue of the Blessed Mother.
When my father saw the statue, he exclaimed inwardly,
“Mary, save me!” At that very moment, the heavy stone
became weightless! My father used to say, “It became
lighter than confetti!”
Of the 10 men in his Resistance cell, he was the only one
to come back alive (thanks to which I was born!). Needless
to say, my father never failed to pray his rosary every day!
Don Gabriele Amorth, former president of all exorcists,
who died in September 2016 said “The Rosary is probably
the most famous exorcism in the world”. In the introduction
to his latest book, “My Rosary” (San Paolo Publishing), he
writes: “I believe that the Rosary is the most powerful
prayer, after the Holy Mass and the Liturgy of the Hours”.
In this last book, written at the age of ninety, he decided
to reveal the source of his inner strength: it is precisely
the prayer of the Rosary and the daily meditation of the

Do you love St. Joseph? Many ask me if I am writing a
new book. The answer is NO. My last book was precisely
about the Rosary. However, I must confess that the other
day I made a deal with St. Joseph, because one of my
brothers is looking to sell his house to move to smaller
one. Talking about finding a place to live, you could say
that St Joseph’s search didn’t start out well... The stable
in Bethlehem was not ideal for the birth of a child in the
middle of winter. But since then, from Heaven above, he
has made up for it! “If you find a buyer for my brother’s
house,” I told him, “I promise to write a little book about
you, in order to make you more known and loved...” He
probably couldn’t help being enticed, because soon after,
the buyer showed up! Well... now I have to do my part!
In order to enrich this book and make it beautiful, I need
to gather powerful testimonies about St. Joseph, who has
and will become more and more important in the Church
and elsewhere. You can help me with this! Recall his
blessings, his favors, and also the personality traits that
have struck you! You can send them to me at gospa.fr@
gmail.com THANK YOU!
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Unplanned

‘regard to’ physical and mental health, and well-being, and
considers it appropriate to abort the child. This proposal
is unacceptable to a large proportion of our population.
Thousands of submissions have been made by concerned
citizens, health professionals and organisations.
An independent analysis of the public submissions reveals
more than 90% of all submitters were against the Bill. The
Abortion Legislation Committee is due to report back on or
before Saturday 8 February 2020.

“The greatest destroyer of love and peace is abortion,
which is war against the child. The mother doesn’t learn
to love, but kills to solve her own problems. Any country
that accepts abortion is not teaching its people to love, but
to use any violence to get what they want.” Mother Teresa
Our local movie theatre sold out within the first two weeks
of an eight week lead up to the screening of the much
anticipated movie ‘Unplanned’. The night rolled around,
many eager faces and many familiar (being a small town).
Many were staunchly pro-life, others maybe sitting on
the fence, and less than a handful, the small few, who
would benefit most from this night. Sacred Heart Gospel
Group Dargaville hosted the night at our local theatre
through the online movie booking system FanForce. Over
forty screenings have been sold out already nationwide.
As we gathered together before the movie, we weren’t
disappointed with the support and enthusiasm from our
community to address this sensitive issue.
The Movie: Abby Johnson was the celebrated director of
one of the biggest abortion providers in the USA, Planned
Parenthood. After witnessing the horror of abortion first
hand when she was called into the procedure room for the
first time to assist, she was so shocked at what she saw.
There, the image of a baby desperately trying to get away
from the equipment designed to take it’s life, and then
within seconds the sight of an empty womb where the
baby was only moments before. What she saw was to her
so disturbing and had such a profound effect, she decided
she no longer wanted any part of this gruesome reality.
Abby has gone on to become a very powerful advocate,
through her experiences, for the pro-life cause and has
saved many babies through her bold and courageous
witness.
Her story is not pretty. In fact the cold hard reality of
abortion slaps you square in the face. It reveals the evil
nature of a money hungry, wealthy corporation, blatantly
lying to vulnerable women finding themselves in a situation
they are not in the least bit sure how to handle. Instead
of genuine support and viable options, they are offered
abortion as the only solution to their problem. The movie
was gruesome at worst, bu equally hopeful and inspiring.
It needs to be seen.
New Zealand is in the process of attempting to introduce
the most extreme abortion law in the world by the current
Labour government. Under the current law, abortion
after 20 weeks is illegal unless it is to save the life of the
mother, or to prevent serious physical or mental harm.
This Bill will remove that restriction, and make abortion
after 20 weeks legal as long as the abortionist merely has

“When the sense of God is lost, there is also a tendency to
lose the sense of man, of his dignity and his life; in turn,
the systematic violation of the moral law, especially in the
serious matter of respect for human life and its dignity,
produces a kind of progressive darkening of the capacity
to discern God’s living and saving presence.” Saint John
Paul ll.
New Zealand is blessed with organisations such as Family
Life International, Right to Life, Voice For Life, Family First
to name just a few, fighting to stop this bill being passed
into law. They provide the truth about abortion by way of
media campaigns, informative publications, social media
presence, public debate, pregnancy counselling services
and post abortive services such as the Buttons Project and
Rachel’s Vineyard.
The movie has already touched countless families in our
country and inspired many to give a voice to the voiceless.
My husband and I have made the decision to attend the
March for Life for the first time on Dec 7th in Wellington
(see pg 12). Thanks to Abby’s story which has spread
like wildfire around the globe, I’d imagine numbers may
double from last year’s Wellington march. We, by standing
up for the rights of our most vulnerable, need to send a
very clear message to our leaders that all life is sacred
from the moment of conception. The time to act is now.
Dear subscribers of the Medjugorje News, please pray for
New Zealand as we face law changes that aim to destroy
the value of life in the womb and will drastically alter the
face of our healthcare, particularly how we care for mothers
in crisis. As Mary our blessed mother and perfect example
of virtue and humility said Yes to God, may all mothers find
the strength, love and support they need to choose life for
their babies, especially in the midst of adversity.

“Rescue those who are being taken away to death;
hold back those who are stumbling to the slaughter.
If you say, “Behold, we did not know this,” does not
he who weighs the heart perceive it? Does not he who
keeps watch over your soul know it, and will he not
repay man according to his work?”Proverbs 24:11-12
Miriam Guthrie (more info: www.fli.org.nz)
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The Miracle that moved Archbishop
Fulton Sheen to beatification
PEORIA, Ill. (CNS) -- As Bonnie Engstrom watched
lifesaving measures being taken for her son, who
had been born just moments before without a
pulse or drawing breath, she asked for help from
the person whose prayerful support she had sought
throughout her pregnancy: Archbishop Fulton J.
Sheen.
After 61 minutes, just as emergency room personnel were
about to pronounce him dead, James Fulton Engstrom
began to breathe and his heart rate shot up to a normal
level for a newborn. Despite dire prognoses for his future,
the child has thrived and is now a healthy 8-year-old who
likes chicken nuggets, “Star Wars” and riding his bicycle.
Those who have heard the story of the Washington,
Illinois, boy call it a miracle, and Pope Francis has made
it official. At a July 5 audience with Cardinal Angelo
Becciu, prefect of the Congregation for Saints’ Causes,
the pope formally approved the miracle attributed to the
intercession of Archbishop Sheen, moving him one step
closer to beatification.
“It is truly amazing how God continues to work miracles,”
Peoria Bishop Daniel R. Jenky said July 6 in announcing
the pope’s approval of the miracle. “I am so grateful that
the V Archbishop Sheen had been placed in a crypt below
the main altar of St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York after
his death Dec. 9, 1979. After protracted legal proceedings,
his remains were brought to Peoria June 27 at the request
of his niece, Joan Sheen Cunningham, and now rest in a
new marble tomb in the Peoria cathedral.
With the miracle confirmed, the Diocese of Peoria can
formally begin planning for the beatification of Archbishop
Sheen, according to the statement. It added that while the
date for that is unknown, Bishop Jenky “hopes and prays”
that it will be announced soon.

In a recent interview with The Catholic Post, Peoria’s
diocesan newspaper, Bonnie Engstrom said God had
allowed the miracle to happen for his honour and glory.
“I really don’t think it was given to us, for us,” she said. “I
think it was given to the church, for the church.”
After a “beautifully easy” pregnancy, Bonnie Engstrom
went into labour with James Fulton the evening of Sept.
15, 2010. Mother and baby had been healthy, and as his
planned home birth progressed, he had a “perfect” heart
rate.
As they prepared to welcome this baby into their family,
which already included daughter Lydia and son Bennet,
Bonnie and Travis Engstrom made room for another special
friend -- Archbishop Sheen.
“I remember Travis and I were watching YouTube videos
of Bishop Sheen preaching and there’s old footage of
him on a television game show,” Bonnie said. “We were
so impressed -- he’s funny, he’s smart, and he’s just so
approachable and warm. We were just so engaged with
him.”
While Archbishop Sheen was a world famous media pioneer
who also had taught at The Catholic University of America
in Washington and headed the Society for the Propagation
of the Faith, his roots were just down the road in El Paso,
Illinois. They knew his cause for canonization was being
sponsored by the Diocese of Peoria, so the Engstroms
decided if their unborn child was a boy they would name
him James Fulton.
“I started asking, basically on a daily basis, for Fulton
Sheen’s prayers, for his intercession in the life of my child
and in our marriage -- to walk with us and to walk with
my son, that he would be a lifelong Catholic who would
love God and love his faith, that he would be a man of
integrity,” Bonnie said. “I was asking him to intercede
every day while I was pregnant.”
She counted on that intercession again when, unbeknown
to them, a rare true knot formed in James Fulton’s umbilical
cord and tightened during the final stages of labor. He was
blue and lifeless when he arrived at 1:48 a.m. Sept. 16,
2010.
“I remember sitting on my bedroom floor and watching
them do CPR and in my head repeating over and over and
over again, ‘Fulton Sheen, Fulton Sheen, Fulton Sheen,
Fulton Sheen,’” Bonnie said. “I really think it was the Holy
Spirit giving me the words I needed to say in that moment,
because I had no words.”
And after months of asking for Archbishop Sheen’s
intercession, she said it was the most natural thing in the
world to turn to him again and ask him to pray for her son.
Taken to OSF HealthCare St. Francis Medical Centre
in Peoria, James Fulton was given advanced medical
treatment, but doctors determined he couldn’t be revived.
After 61 minutes, however, his little heart started to beat.
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The Engstroms were told he would probably be blind,
and never walk, talk or be able to feed himself, but in the
days and weeks that followed the boy defied them all and
continued to make progress.
In September 2011, the Diocese of Peoria initiated an
investigation into the events of James Fulton’s recovery,
hearing testimony from family members, first responders,
doctors, nurses and others present at his birth. Each
testified that there was no medical explanation for the
infant’s recovery.
The case was sent to the Congregation for Saints’ Causes
in December 2011, and reviewed by panels of medical
experts, theologians, and the cardinals and bishops of
the congregation. The miracle received a unanimous
recommendation from them all.
The day after Archbishop Sheen’s remains returned to
Peoria, Bonnie Engstrom brought five of her eight children,
including James Fulton, to pray at his tomb.
“I still need his prayers. That’s what I was sitting there
telling him: ‘I need you to stick by me and help me. Don’t
stop interceding for James,’” she told The Catholic Post.
“We need his prayers. I feel like we need his prayers just
as much now as we did then.”
News about the beatification and the life of Archbishop
Sheen can be found at CelebrateSheen.com.
Taken from Americamagazine.org
By Jennifer Willems 8/7/19
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Saturday
7th December
Civic Centre to
Parliament Grounds 2pm

Join us

Gather at the Civic Centre, 101 Wakefield Street, Wellington Central

500,000
More than

unborn Kiwi lives lost to abortion.

Women and families
Countless

wounded physically, emotionally and spiritually.
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Every human life is precious! #
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Wellington for a National March for Life. #500
Be a voice for the voiceless and
let New Zealand know that we love them both!

marchforlife.nz
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Coast To Coast Rosary
Sat 7th December 3pm

under the mantle of Our Lady of Assumption

For more info www.coasttocoastrosary.co.nz
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REMEMBERING SAINT JOHN PAUL II

the defender of life and family

The confrontation
With great clarity, Saint John Paul II warned the faithful,
and the world, of the coming battles for life, faith and
family.
Just two years before he became Pope, Cardinal Karol
Wojtyla spoke to the American Bishops. There he
announced: We are now standing in the face of the
greatest historical confrontation humanity has ever
experienced. I do not think that the wide circle of the
American Society, or the whole wide circle of the Christian
community realize this fully. We are now facing the final
confrontation between the Church and the anti-Church,
between the Gospel and the anti-Gospel, between Christ
and the antichrist. The confrontation lies within the plans
of Divine Providence. It is, therefore, in God’s Plan, and it
must be a trial which the Church must take up, and face
courageously.
We see this confrontation gaining momentum at every
turn with new and more bizarre twists of reality and truth
springing forth at an alarming speed, both within and
outside the Church.

The threats against human life
Saint John Paul II’s 1995 encyclical letter, Evangelium Vitae
– The Gospel of Life – thoroughly examined the threats
against human life. Some of these threats included:
• abortion
• contraception
• sterilization
• artificial reproductive technologies
• prenatal diagnosis when used to ‘search and destroy’
  rather than to offer appropriate treatment
• population control, and
• euthanasia
Lamenting the fact that these threats are no longer seen
as “crimes” but rather “rights” made “available through
the free services of health-care personnel,” the pontiff
noted that the “attacks strike human life at the time of its
greatest frailty, when it lacks any means of self-defence.”
He went on to say “even more serious is the fact that,
most often, those attacks are carried out in the very heart
of and with the complicity of the family – the family which
by its nature is called to be the ‘sanctuary of life.’”
The deep roots of the crisis between the culture of life and
the culture of death, Saint John Paul II maintains, is found
in the domination of secularism.
When the sense of God is lost, there is also a tendency to
lose the sense of man, of his dignity and his life; in turn,
the systematic violation of the moral law, especially in the
serious matter of respect for human life and its dignity,
produces a kind of progressive darkening of the capacity
to discern God’s living and saving presence.
Acknowledging that the “grave threats” can lead to a sense
of being “overwhelmed by sheer powerlessness”, the Saint
declared that “at such times the people of God… [are]
called to profess with humility and courage its faith in Jesus
Christ.” This is because the “Gospel of life is something
concrete and personal, for it consists in the proclamation
of the very person of Jesus.”
Later in this encyclical letter, he explains how we can
work together, serving life with “various programmes and
structures which support and promote life.” Some of these
programmes include:
• centres for teaching natural methods of regulating
		
fertility
• marriage and family counselling agencies
		 centres and homes of assistance for unmarried 		
mothers and couples in difficulty
• appropriate care for the elderly and terminally ill
• palliative care
Pointing out the grave responsibility of health care workers,
civil leaders, chaplains, volunteers, and indeed everyone,
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he stated “no single person or group has a monopoly on
the defence and promotion of life. These are everyone’s
task and responsibility.”
Finally, he called the world to prayer and fasting as a
humble leaning on God who alone can “break down the
walls of lies and deceit.”

Theology of the Body
His most noted work is what has come to be known as the
Theology of the Body. A series of 129 reflections given at
his Wednesday audiences over a period of five years, Saint
John Paul II analyses human sexuality and the nature of
marriage, celibacy and virginity.
Within these reflections, he notes that “the body, in fact,
and only the body, is capable of making visible what is
invisible: the spiritual and the divine. It has been created
to transfer into the visible reality of the world, the mystery
hidden from eternity in God, and thus to be a sign of it.”
A variety of programmes have been developed and books
written in order to make these teachings as accessible
as possible to young people and to those who may not
otherwise read the original material.
Suffering
John Paul II showed us with his life the value of suffering.
In a world beginning to embrace the ethos that suffering
is a burden and of no value – that one should have the
option to choose when to die – he showed by his very life,
the true meaning of suffering. Who can forget the dignity
and grace shown by Saint John Paul II as he battled
Parkinson’s disease and grew old before the world’s gaze?
In the apostolic letter, Salvifici doloris – redemptive
suffering – Saint John Paul II discusses how suffering is
not just a call to compassion, but to love.
We could say that suffering, which is present under so
many different forms in our human world, is also present in
order to unleash love in the human person, that unselfish
gift of one’s “I” on behalf of other people, especially those
who suffer. The world of human suffering unceasingly calls
for, so to speak, another world: the world of human love;
and in a certain sense man owes to suffering that unselfish
love which stirs in his heart and actions.
This message of an unselfish gift of love is so needed
today in a culture that has embraced the sad belief that
true freedom consists in having the “right” to complete
autonomy.

to be more human, to love sacrificially and serve one
another, always seeing the inherent dignity in each person.
He constantly exhorted young and old alike to boldly
proclaim the Gospel, drawing ever more people to Christ
in order that they may have life, and have it to the full.
No clearer was this than in his homily at the closing Mass
at World Youth Day in 1993. There, he clearly defined the
attacks on life and the family, the battle between life and
death. He charged the young people of the world with the
mission to proclaim the Gospel of Life and to make Christ
known even “to the ends of the earth.”
So serious is this task that he declared “woe to you if you
do not succeed in defending life.”
Characteristically, the magnitude of the challenge was
tempered by those all important and comforting words “Be
not afraid!” For, Saint John Paul II knew that the battle has
been decided. “Christ – the Head – has already conquered
sin and death,” he reminded us.
Saint John Paul II showed us what it means to build a
culture of life and a civilisation of love. Humility, trust in
God, willingness to serve, a love of the truth and fidelity
to the Gospel, along with a desire to proclaim that Gospel
unashamedly.
Each of us must find a courageous determination to protect
and serve human life from conception to natural death and
to promote the natural family, which is the ‘sanctuary of
life.’
“Only in this direction,” Saint John Paul II says in Evangelium
Vitae, “will you find justice, development, true freedom,
peace and happiness!”
Yes, the threats against life, faith and family are grave. But
there is hope. There is always hope. Let us not be afraid
to boldly proclaim the Gospel of Life which is good news
for all.
Michelle Kaufman from Family Life International

The humble, simple souls, who are little enough to see the
bigness of God in the littleness of a Babe, are therefore the only
ones who will ever understand the reason of His visitation. He
came to this poor earth of ours to carry on an exchange; to
say to us, as only the Good God could say: ‘you give me your
humanity, and I will give you my Divinity; you give me your
time, and I will give you My eternity; you give me your broken
heart, and I will give you Love; you give me your nothingness,
and I will give you My all.
Fulton J Sheen

Defending life and protecting the family is the
mission of all people
Saint John Paul II always called us to be better Christians,

In New Zealand and Australia

Over 200 Catholics are offering Catholics “B & B” for $35.00 one person, or $30.00 per person for 2 or more
persons per night, includes continental breakfast. This is a wonderful way for Catholics to meet and enjoy the
company of other Catholics. If you wish to become a host or if you wish to purchase a book with all the details of
hosts, the cost is $15, includes postage, contact or order from Marie Anderson, 2 Brent Place, Christchurch, 8053.
Phone: 03 3595 541, email: marie.ian@xtra.co.nz.
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TEACH THE CHILDREN

of the life-giving blood that flows through our veins. It is
the symbol of God’s greatest gift. Teach the children that
Christ gave his life and shed his blood for them that they
might have eternal life. When they see the color red, it
should remind them of that most wonderful gift.”
Santa found a silver bell in his pack and placed it on the
Late one Christmas Eve, tree. “Just as lost sheep are guided to safety by the sound
I sank back, tired, but of the bell, it continues to ring today for all to be guided
content, into my easy chair.
to the fold. Teach the children to follow the true Shepherd,
The kids were in bed, the
gifts were wrapped, the who gave His life for the sheep.” Santa placed a candle on
milk and cookies waited the mantle and lit it. The soft glow from its one tiny flame
by the fireplace for Santa. brightened the room. “The glow of the candle represents
As I sat back admiring the how people can show their thanks for the gift of God’s son
tree with its decorations, I that Christmas Eve long ago. Teach the children to follow
couldn’t help feeling that in Christ’s footsteps…to go about doing good. Teach them
something important was
to let their light shine before people that all may see it and
missing. It wasn’t long
before the tiny twinkling glorify God. This is what’s symbolized when the twinkle
tree lights lulled me to lights shine on the tree like hundreds of bright shining
sleep. I don’t know how lights, each of them representing one of God’s precious
long I slept, but all of a sudden I knew that I wasn’t children’s light shining for all to see.”
alone. I opened my eyes, and you can imagine my Again Santa reached into his bag and this time he brought
surprise when I saw Santa Claus, himself, standing forth a tiny red and white striped cane. As he hung it
next to my Christmas tree.
on the tree he spoke softly. “The candy cane is a stick of
He was dressed all in fur from his head to his foot just as
hard white candy. White to symbolize the virgin birth and
the poem described him, but he was not the “jolly old elf” of sinless nature of Jesus, and hard to symbolize the Solid
Christmas legend. The man who stood before me looked sad Rock, the foundation of the church, and the firmness of
and disappointed. And there were tears in his eyes. “Santa, God’s promises. The candy cane form’s a “J” to represent
what’s wrong?” I asked, “Why are you crying?” “It’s the the precious name of Jesus, who came to earth. It also
children,” Santa replied sadly. “But Santa, the children love represents the Good Shepherd’s crook, which He uses to
you,” I said. “Oh, I know they love me, and they love the gifts reach down into all ditches of the world to lift out the
I bring them,” Santa said, “but the children of today seem to fallen lambs who, like all sheep, have gone astray. The
have somehow missed out on the true spirit of Christmas. original candy cane had three small red stripes, which are
It’s not their fault. It’s just that the adults, many of them the stripes of the scourging Jesus received by which we
not having been taught themselves, have forgotten to teach are healed, and a large red stripe that represents the shed
the children.” “Teach them what?” I asked. Santa’s kind old blood of Jesus, so that we can have the promise of eternal
face became soft, more gentle. His eyes began to shine with life.
something more than tears. He spoke softly. “Teach the Teach these things to the children.” Santa brought out a
children the true meaning of Christmas. Teach them that the beautiful wreath made of fresh, fragrant greenery tied
part of Christmas we can see, hear, and touch is much more with a bright red bow. “The bow reminds us of the bond
than meets the eye. Teach them the symbolism behind the of perfection, which is love. The wreath embodies all the
customs and traditions of Christmas which we now observe. good things about Christmas for those with eyes to see
Teach them what it is they truly represent.” Santa reached and hearts to understand. It contains the colors of red and
into his bag and pulled out a tiny Christmas tree and set it on green and the heaven-turned needles of the evergreen.
my mantle.
The bow tells the story of good will towards all and its
“Teach them about the Christmas tree. Green is the color reminds us of Christ’s sacrifice. Even its very shape is
second color of Christmas. The stately evergreen, with its symbolic, representing eternity and the eternal nature of
unchanging colour, represents the hope of eternal life in Christ’s love. It is a circle, without beginning and without
Jesus. Its needles point heavenward as a reminder that end. These are the things you must teach the children.” I
mankind’s thoughts should turn heavenward as well.” asked, “But where does that leave you Santa?” The tears
Santa reached into his bag again and pulled out a shiny gone now from his eyes, a smile broke over Santa’s face.
star and placed it at the top of the small tree. “The star “Why bless you, my dear,” he laughed, “I’m only a symbol
was the heavenly sign of promise. God promised a Saviour myself. I represent the spirit of family fun and the joy of
for the world and the star was the sign of the fulfillment of giving and receiving. If the children are taught these other
that promise on the night that Jesus Christ was born. Teach things, there is no danger that I’ll ever be forgotten.” “I
the children that God always fulfills His promises, and that think I’m beginning to understand.” “That’s why I came,”
wise men still seek Him.” “Red,” said Santa, “is the first said Santa. “You’re an adult. If you don’t teach the children
colour of Christmas.” “He pulled forth a red ornament for these things, then who will?”
the tiny tree. Red is deep, intense, vivid. It is the colour
— Author Unknown. Taken from www.catholicparentsonline
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A Christmas
Story

PIONEER

The Pioneer Total Abstinence Association of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
was founded by Fr James A. Callan S.J. in Dublin on 28 December 1898

AIM OF THE ASSOCIATION
Peace and Harmony in the Home
THE PIONEER CONTRIBUTION
The spread of the Christian virtue of temperance throughout Ireland and abroad
MEANS

• Prayer, an alcohol-free life style and public witness to the infinite love of the Sacred Heart by wearing the pin
• Support for the young and victims of drug and alcohol abuse
• Alternative social and cultural activities
• A monthly family magazine and use of other media
Promoting Pioneer membership worldwide CONTACT JOHN 09 522 1728 OR MARY 09 620 4605

Heaven

things they are compared with our own hearts. People do
not take kindly to idol smashing. Look what they did to the
prophets.
Quo vadis? Where are you going? That’s the most
But we should be encouraged. Even the sceptic who does
important question for a traveller. And we the living
are all travellers. Death calls us all and moves us not believe in heaven has a heaven-shaped heart. The deck
on. Stability is illusion. So those who cannot abide is stacked and the dice are loaded, loaded with the love of
heaven. Amor meus, pondus meum, said Augustine: “My
illusion must raise the question: Quo vadis?
If heaven is not the answer to the question, our whole love is my weight.” The gravity of his own heart pulls the
faith is false, and Jesus was a fool. If it is, then there’s sceptic in heaven’s direction, even while the anti-gravity of
nothing that is more important in the whole world. Indeed, sin pulls him away.
But the head must often be outwitted, for it is entangled in
the whole world is only heaven’s womb.
Why do we hear so little about this today, even from the verbal prejudices. Talk about heaven and you’ll get sneers.
pulpit? Why are we told by our “leading theologians” that But talk about a mysterious dissatisfaction with life even
we must take our eyes off the clouds and keep them on the when things go well—especially when things go well—and
ground? Why is it so outrageously irresponsible to think you’ll get a hearing from man’s heart, even if his lips will
more about heaven than politics? Because these leading not agree.
theologians are really following theologians,
No one longs for fluffy clouds and sexless
with their noses to the tail of the modern
cherubs, but everyone longs for heaven. No one
“Thou hast
world. They are in fact upside down: not only
longs for any of the heavens that we have ever
us for thyself, imagined, but everyone longs for “something
are their eyes stuck in the mud, but their feet
are kicking up in rebellion at the sky. They and our hearts no eye has seen, no ear has heard, something
want to turn Christianity—which in the clear
are restless that has not entered into the imagination of
teaching of its founder was an otherworldly
man, something God has prepared for those
religion of faith, hope, and charity—into a until they rest in who love him.”
thee.”
this-worldly religion of prosperity and success
We are still children, however hard we try
(the Right with its electronic Church) or of
to cover that up. There are no “grown-ups”.
political revolution (the left with its liberation
When we get old, we only exchange our toys:
theology).
business for bats, sex for sleds, power for popguns. At
But these shams don’t satisfy for long. Prosperity is boring. death our Father calls: “Come, little one. Time to put away
The suicide rate in Sweden is something like a thousand your toys and come home.”
times that of Haiti. And even revolution is finally boring. Home—that’s what heaven is. It won’t appear strange and
No revolution can survive its own success. Every revolution faraway and “supernatural”, but utterly natural. Heaven is
turns into a new tyranny, and Ecclesiastes’ cycles return what we were designed for. All our epics seek it: It is the
like the clouds after a rain.
“home” of Odysseus, of Aeneas, of Frodo, of E.T. Heaven
The big, blazing, terrible truth about man is that he has is not escapist. Worldliness is escapist. Heaven is home.
a heaven-sized hole in his heart, and nothing else can People think heaven is escapist because they fear that
fill it. We pass our lives trying to fill the Grand Canyon thinking about heaven will distract us from living well here
with marbles. As Augustine said: “Thou hast made us and now. It is exactly the opposite, and the lives of the
for thyself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in saints and our Lord himself prove it. Those who truly love
thee.” That’s the greatest sentence ever written outside heaven will do the most for earth. It’s easy to see why.
Scripture because it tells us the secret of our destiny, our Those who love the homeland best work the hardest in
happiness—and our unhappiness, It is, however, not only the colonies to make them resemble the homeland. “Thy
unfashionable but terribly threatening. It tears the band- kingdom come. .. on earth as it is in heaven.”
aid off our wound. It shows up our false gods for the tiny The pregnant woman who plans a live birth cares for her
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unborn baby; the woman who plans for an abortion does
not. Highways that lead somewhere are well maintained;
dead ends are not. So if we see life as a road to heaven,
some of heaven’s own glory will reflect back onto that
road, if only by anticipation: the world is charged with the
grandeur of God and every event smells of eternity. But
if it all goes down the drain in death, then this life is just
swirls of dirty water, and however comfortable we make
our wallowing in it, it remains a vanity of vanities.
The existence of heaven, the desire for heaven, the nature
of heaven, and the relevance of heaven are all important
questions. But there is only one question that’s absolutely
essential, one question compared with which how we
might save the world from a nuclear holocaust is trivial:
“What must I do to be saved?” When I’m honest enough
to look through the door of death, infinite joy or infinite
joylessness loom up as my only two possible destinies.

What decides for joy? What is heaven’s entrance ticket?
What is the Way, the Truth and the Life?
I am horrified to report that I’ve asked this question of
hundreds of Catholic college students, and far fewer
than half have known the answer. This means that the
Church’s religious education has been not a failure but
an inexcusable disaster. Most reply either “God is good to
everybody” or “I’m basically a good person.”
If anyone out there is unsure of the correct answer, then
for the love of God get out your Bible and study for your
finals! To save you time—since you may die while reaching
for your Bible—I will quote God’s scandalously simple
answer to the most important question in the world, how
to get to heaven: “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you
will be saved” (Acts 16:31).
Taken from “Catholics come home.com”
By Peter Kreeft
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WHERE IS MY PAUL?

There is no obvious reason that this Baptist
housewife and mother from East Texas should be
Catholic. And yet, here I am.
It was April 15th, 2006. I stood in the beautiful Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception in Tyler, Texas. My new
friend and sponsor, Sandy, was by my side. The name tag
pinned to my shirt read Saint Monica. It was my turn to
take the long walk to the bishop seated on The Chair. I
knelt before him and he took my hands. He leaned forward
and said to me, “Monica, this thing, the thing you have
been praying so earnestly for … God hears you.” His words
were on the mark. I had begged God to show me His truth,
begged Him to lead me, and I promised I would follow, no
matter what. He led me straight to His one, holy, catholic,
and apostolic Church. He brought me home, answering my
prayer that night!
I cannot remember a time in my life that I did not believe
in God. I attribute this mostly to my paternal grandparents.
Royce and Marie were married for 56 years and remained
in love until death parted them. They prayed for their three
children and four grandchildren every day. I know their
prayers bore much fruit in our lives. My earliest formation
was in the Baptist faith that they held so dear.
When my parents were married, they continued in the
Baptist church, since my mom was also raised Baptist,
though nominally so. They had four children, and we
remained Baptist until we moved to Texas. Once in Texas,
we began attending Oak Cliff Lutheran Church, where my
three siblings and I were baptized. I have asked my dad
many times why we became Lutheran, and he always says
he can’t recall. This detour into the Lutheran Church lasted
seven years. As my siblings and I got older and weekends
became busier, we eventually stopped attending church,
though we still held to our Christian beliefs. I was 12 years
old.
Over the next few years, I went to church with friends
during sleepovers or an occasional Wednesday night. But
then, in high school, I had a teacher who taught me about
Jesus in a way I had never before experienced. She was
the kindest, most joyful person I had ever met. She led a
Bible study after school that a friend invited me to attend.
After several sessions, she asked me if I would stay after
and talk with her. She sat with me that day and shared
from her worn Bible about the love of Jesus and how He
wanted me to know Him. We prayed together, and I heard
Jesus say, “Come to me, I love you.” It was not an audible
voice, just a knowing within me that Jesus loved me and
wanted me to follow Him in a way I never had before. My
personal relationship with Jesus began at the age of 16.
It was exciting at first. But I had no place to go to be
nurtured in this new relationship. So I prayed and read my
Bible. I tried a few churches on my own. But eventually
other things became more important, and I put my new
friend Jesus on the back burner. I always knew He was
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there, and I called on Him when I needed Him, but that
was about the extent of it.
One short year later, at 17, I was married, with my first
child on the way. Five years after that, I was divorced
with two children. The next few years were difficult, but
thankfully I had parents who helped us every step of the
way. And then, I met Scott.
Scott and I met in November, were engaged in January
and married in May, 1989. Our life together kept pace
with our whirlwind courtship. I became pregnant with
our daughter in July, and we bought our first home the
following January. We were off and running!
Scott had been raised in the Presbyterian Church, where
we were married. Though he held his Christian faith
very dear and was extremely serious about it, he had a
strong dislike for organized religion. He didn’t like the
politics or the cliquish behavior. He didn’t believe church
attendance was necessary. He always said, “I can worship
God anywhere, even on the golf course.” So when I told
him I wanted to join the Baptist church that my sister and
her family attended, he was not exactly happy. The pastor
came to visit us one evening, and he and Scott really hit it
off. From that point on, we were Baptist. We were never
super involved, mostly just Sundays and an occasional
Wednesday night for the kids. Each time we moved, we
found a Baptist church to attend, and soon all three of
our children were baptized in the Baptist church. Life was
really good. As our children got older and life got busier,
church attendance became less important. We always
held to our Christian faith, even when church attendance
was hit or miss. Then one beautiful Sunday morning,
our oldest daughter burst through the front door with an
announcement that was to change our lives forever.
Let’s go back two years before Casey came bursting
through our front door. We had just bought a new home.
The couple across the street, Mark and Gretchen, became
our instant best friends. It was a great friendship, enjoying
cookouts, card games, and long talks on the porch. Early
into this relationship, I realized that Gretchen was a very
faithful Pentecostal Christian. I knew she held to some
beliefs that I probably disagreed with, but I just thought
they were unimportant things like the way you dress or
wear your hair … no big deal. But her beliefs became
a very big deal that Sunday morning after Casey burst
through the door.
That Saturday night Casey had sat up literally all night
with Gretchen as she shared all that she believed. She
was so convincing that Casey couldn’t wait to have what
Gretchen had. And that was Casey’s big announcement.
She told us that she was going to church with Gretchen
so she could get the Holy Spirit! What did that mean,
exactly? I walked across the street and very politely asked
my good friend, “What happened over here last night?”
She explained rather quickly what she had shared with
Casey. To be saved, you must receive the Holy Spirit. And

the way you know you have received Him is to speak in
tongues. She had also told Gretchen that she had been
baptized incorrectly and needed to be baptized in Jesus’
name only. WHAT?!!
My 18 year old, very beautiful, very outgoing, fun loving,
carefree daughter changed overnight. She not only
changed her appearance, but her whole personality. The
more I learned about this United Pentecostal Church, the
more I was convinced I had to save my daughter. And so
it began….
The first thing I did was to learn as much as I could about
this church. I learned their doctrines, the verses they used
to prove their beliefs, the history of the formation of their
denomination, basically everything I could find, I read.
Then I gathered the troops. I enlisted my sister and her
husband, and my younger brother who was a deacon in
the Baptist church. They all knew the Bible well, and I
knew they could help me combat these false teachers. We
even had a Bible study with members from this church at
my house, in the hopes they would see the truth. But they
were only hoping that we would see the truth. I pored
over my Bible every day, begged God in prayer to show
them the truth. I knew that if I could get Gretchen to see
the truth, my daughter, Casey, would listen to her. She
certainly was not listening to me.
For about a year, it went on like this, debating with
Gretchen, trying to reason with Casey, begging God to
show them the truth! One day, I remember crying out to
God and saying, “Why can’t they see it!” And I heard again
God say to me, “Maybe it is you that cannot see.” WHAT!!
Of course I can see, I am the right one, aren’t I?
I had never even considered the possibility that I could be
wrong. I just knew that what I believed was right (wasn’t
I?). I remember reading 1 Corinthians in the hope of
learning how to settle disagreements between Christians.
I didn’t get far when it dawned on me how they settled

their differences, and handled their issues. They sent word
to Paul, who was in prison at the time. And he wrote back,
not with suggestions but with authority. He instructed them
to have no divisions among them and then proceeded to
instruct them in their specific areas of difficulty.
I will never forget my reaction to this. I slammed my
Bible shut, looked up and said to God: “Well good for the
Corinthians, but where is my Paul? To whom do Gretchen
and I go who can settle our disagreements?”
This made me begin to think beyond Gretchen and me.
What about all the other denominations out there? What
do they believe? So, I began to study other denominations
and their beliefs about Baptism, salvation, the charisms,
the Lord’s Supper and other teachings. What I discovered
just made things so much worse! I realized how much we
all disagreed with each other. How could this be, since we
are all praying to the same Holy Spirit, reading the same
Bible? How is this happening, and what do we do about
it? Well, I knew one thing to do was pray, then pray some
more. I also continued to pore over the Scriptures, hoping
to find an answer to these disagreements. Then God did
an amazing thing. He changed my agenda.
No longer was my purpose to pull Casey out of the
Pentecostal church. It became a search for truth alone.
What is God’s truth, and how do we know we have it?
I asked everyone I knew about the divisions among
Christians. Almost without exception, they all said the
exact same thing: we agree on the essentials, the rest is
not important. Not important! It’s all important. I mean,
we were not divided over the color of the carpet in the
sanctuary. We were divided over how a person is saved,
for crying out loud! One friend finally answered me with
what I believe was the most honest answer possible from
our position. She said, “I believe we are all a little bit right
and a little bit wrong, and there really is no way to know
for certain.”
As honest an answer as that was, I knew this could not
be what God had in mind. I knew He didn’t want us to be
divided, That He sent the Holy Spirit to guide us into all
truth, not a little truth. I finally had to conclude that I had
no way of figuring this out. I knew that I could not look
at Gretchen, or my pastor from my childhood Lutheran
church, or my Church of Christ neighbor, or the Methodist
down the road, or the Presbyterian pastor who had married
us, and say: “I know I am right in what I believe, and you
are wrong. The Holy Spirit must be leading me into all
truth, but not you.” Where did this leave me? I honestly
had no idea, and I was exhausted.
One morning I woke up from this-year long quest, fell to
my knees and began to pray. I said to God, “Oh God, all
I want is Your truth. Please remove everything I think I
know and replace it with Your truth. Even if that means
that the United Pentecostal church is right. Lord, I will go;
I will throw out my makeup, jewelry, and pants. I will never
cut my hair again. I just want to be in Your Church, Lord.
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Please show me the way!” It was done, total surrender. I I continued looking and praying, studying and listening.
I was discovering the answer to my dilemma. It was so
got up off the floor and felt light and unburdened.
That very same night, as I was channel surfing I came plain. Scripture alone, practiced faithfully, can only lead
across a station I had never noticed before. They were to more division. The proof of this is all around us. It is
having what looked like a Bible study, so I stopped and not because there is something wrong with Scripture. The
listened. Then, at the bottom of the screen, I noticed the division happens because Scripture was never intended to
words, “The Way to Follow Jesus.” I thought, “OK God, be used in this way. There was a major piece of the puzzle
I will bite.” Then I realized it was a Catholic station, and missing. This piece was the teaching authority of the
after a few moments, I changed the channel. I remember Church. You know, like Paul with the Corinthians or Philip
thinking to myself, “Why in the world do Catholics have a with the Ethiopian. We needed a Paul, a Peter, a John, with
authority. We were never supposed to go it alone, because
TV station, and do they even read the Bible?”
A few weeks later, I was having trouble sleeping. I went into when we did, chaos ensued.
the living room and turned on the TV. I thought to myself, My husband invited a local Baptist preacher to our home.
“I wonder what those Catholics are doing.” Out of curiosity, I think this was his effort to talk some sense into me. This
I found the channel. There was a man and a woman sitting pastor was nothing but cordial, but did not dissuade me in
on one side of a table, and the host of the show sitting on any way. If anything, due to his lack of explanations about
the other side. The woman was saying: “I just wanted to some of the things I had been discovering, the meeting
know how to raise my daughters to be holy women for just encouraged me to keep going. There were many
God. Did this really mean wear dresses and don’t cut your bumps along the way, many conversations I wish I had
hair?” I sat straight up. Were they Pentecostal? They had not had with loved ones, conversations that caused hurt to
both of us. But none as hurtful as the one I had with Scott.
my attention now. The show was coming
Though he was wonderful about supporting me,
to an end. Oh, I wanted to know what they
had been saying. But I quickly learned they “I just wanted he made it clear that he would not be joining
me. I couldn’t believe God would lead me in a
were not Pentecostal, they were Mennonites
to know how direction so far from Scott. I almost gave up at
who had become Catholic. How could that
to raise my
that point. But something Scott said gave me
have possibly happened? The name of the
show was The Journey Home. I searched for daughters to be the courage to continue on. He believed it was
several days until I found it again. Nothing holy women for God’s doing, not my own. I believed that, too,
so I joined RCIA.
could have prepared me for that very first full
God.
I was scared to death as I walked into the room
episode I saw.
for my first RCIA class. I had no idea what to
The show began with an introduction of the
expect.
A
sweet
nun, Sister Susan, greeted me. We had
guest, a former Southern Baptist preacher. Now they really
had my attention! He began to tell his story; I noticed so talked on the phone, so I was happy to meet her. She
many similarities to my own. His confusion about all the gave me my name tag, some paperwork to fill out, and
denominations, not being satisfied with the “we agree on welcomed me. As I made my way to my seat, I was greeted
the essentials” answer, etc., etc. Then he said it: “I got by a very excited woman. She said: “Hello! Come sit by me
down on my knees and begged God for His truth, no matter and tell me all about why you are here.” So, caught a little
what.” Wait a minute, that was my prayer! He talked about off guard, I began to tell her a very condensed version
the early Church Fathers, whom I had never heard about of what brought me there. When I got to the part about
before. For several weeks, I continued watching this show. the church Casey was involved in, I just described it, not
I began to buy books and CDs suggested by the guests, giving a name because I honestly didn’t think she would
I began reading these early Church Fathers, I continued recognize that denomination. But as I continued with my
to pray and read my Bible. I knew God was answering my description of what Casey was being taught she said, “Oh
prayer; I just didn’t know if I liked where His answer was you mean the United Pentecostal Church, oneness.” Yes,
I said, but how did you know? Well it turns out she was
leading.
When I prayed for His truth, the Catholic Church had been a former Oneness Pentecostal, and her dad was a UPC
nowhere in my mind! I had a stepdad who was Catholic. pastor. You have got to be kidding me, God! So there I
He never read his Bible and had not been to Mass in over was, sitting in my very first RCIA class, and who is the
20 years. My husband’s stepmom was Catholic, but had first person that introduces herself to me? A former United
not been to Mass in over 30 years. So I didn’t exactly have
any Catholic influences in my life; if anything, it was just
the opposite. As soon as family and friends — well even
total strangers for that matter — realized the direction I
was looking in, I received all kinds of reasons I should not
be looking there. Anywhere but there!
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LITTLE OFFICE OF
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
~A devotion practised since the eighth century, is now available in
contemporary english, in Pocket Edition format from:
accessiblemuses@gmail.com

Pentecostal! Oh God, you are so good.
Then one beautiful Sunday morning, God gave me a huge
gift of grace and strength for the rest of the journey. I
normally would go to RCIA on Thursday morning, but
one week I missed and decided to go on Sunday morning
before Mass. As I was preparing to leave, Scott asked if
I would like him to come with me. Well yes, of course I
would love that. And if that was not enough, after class
he asked me, would you like me to go to Mass with you? I
could not get yes out quickly enough.
As Scott and I knelt and prayed together before Mass, I
prayed these words to God, “Oh Lord, this feels so right!
Having Scott here with me makes everything perfect. But
I don’t want it to be about my comfort or feelings. I want
it to be about You, Lord, and what is right in your eyes. I
need a sign, and I need it to come from my husband, the
husband you gave me as the spiritual leader of our home. I
need a sign through him that this is right, that this is where
you want me.”
We all stood, Mass began. “In the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” My Presbyterian, now
Baptist husband, who doesn’t like organized religion, who
would never be Catholic, just made the sign of the cross
like he had been Catholic his whole life! I didn’t even do
that yet. So we went through Mass, listening and praying
together, kneeling and holding hands. Then the end came,
and once again it happened: “In the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit Amen!” As we walked
to our car I asked him, “Did you make the sign of the
cross?” He said, “Yeah I did. Was I not supposed to?” OK,
God, was this my sign? No, that can’t possibly be it! I am
reading too much into this. When we got to the car, Scott
turned and looked at me and said: “I don’t know what
happened in there, I didn’t understand many things. But
one thing I do know is that it felt so right.”
I couldn’t believe it, I had asked God for a sign through
my husband. So what happens? God gives me His sign, the
sign of His cross through my husband, and then puts the
exact words from my prayer in the mouth of my husband.
OK God, I give up, I fully surrender! Scott went to Mass
with me every Sunday after that.
My journey through RCIA lasted two years. I had hurdles to
overcome. Things like learning I had to seek an annulment.

This was a hard one, but once I was presented with the
truth about marriage from the Church, the annulment
was something I actually wanted to do. There were other
things, of course — Mary, purgatory, etc. — but nothing
was as difficult as the Eucharist. I struggled and struggled
to get it. I began to see it intellectually, but I just couldn’t
get it to penetrate my heart. But I realized I was like the
disciples who leave Jesus because “this is a hard saying;
who can accept it?” I heard Jesus say to me, “Are you
going to leave also?” I couldn’t, I had no place to go. I
had come to believe that this Church — the one, holy,
catholic, and apostolic church — was where He was. It was
here He had led me, and it was the answer to my prayer
that morning as I knelt in my room. So with the prayer,
“Lord I believe, help my unbelief” on my lips, I finally came
home April 15th, 2006. The bishop was so right, God had
definitely heard my prayer.
This was 13 years ago as I write. And the journey continues.
Since that beautiful Easter Vigil in 2006, my husband,
Scott, has joined me as a Catholic in full communion. He
came home in 2011 after faithfully attending Mass for so
many years by my side. And in 2009, we were blessed
with our first grandchild, Grace Marie. She is the daughter
of our son Stephen and his beautiful wife, Mandy. Mandy
became Catholic a year before I did (a whole other story).
So when Grace was a year old, I had the immense joy
of becoming my granddaughter’s godmother as she was
baptized into the Church. She went on to receive her first
Holy Communion in 2017. My daughter Casey — you know,
the one that started all this, married her husband, Cayce,
in 2008. They blessed us with our first grandson in 2010,
Jackson Lucas. When he was only four months old, they
came to us and asked if they could have him baptized in
the Catholic Church. Casey had left the Pentecostal Church
after I became Catholic and had been studying ever since.
They were not ready to become Catholic themselves, but
they knew that someday they would, and did not want to
withhold God’s grace from Jackson. So, at four months old
he was baptized into the Church. Jackson was confirmed
in May 2019, with his Nana and Daddo by his side, just as
Sandy was beside me so many years ago. And Casey and
Cayce have recently begun steps to enter the Church this
year!

Tailor-Made Medjugorje Pilgrimages

I have 15 years experience in booking travel packages to Medjugorje Ex New Zealand.
I can assist with all aspects of travel to Medjugorje including flights, accommodation, transfers, local guide,
stop-over destinations and pre/post travel within Europe if desired.
Accommodation in Medjugorje is a Family-run Pansion, comfortable and central to St James Church.
Add-on Packages to other Pilgrimage destinations such as the Holy Land, Rome, Assisi or Lourdes
can also be arranged. I aim to ensure that your Pilgrimage is a wonderful lifetime experience!
For more information please contact Karen

Ph 09 940 0064, mob 021 188 7781 or email
Karen.embleton@mondotravel.co.nz
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MY SOUL IS THIRSTING FOR YOU, OH LORD - Volume II – by Willy Vermeulen

Available for $5 plus $1.40 postage, 4/8 Elizabeth St, Tauranga 3110 or e-mail willyv@kinect.co.nz
I am still on this journey and know that I always will be. I
have been blessed to assist in our parish’s RCIA program
for the last seven years. I was recently reminded of
something someone said to me along the way. In trying
to understand why my friend Gretchen could come to
such opposing beliefs to mine, I was told, “she believes
those things because that is what she was taught. She
then reads all the Scriptures through this teaching.” I didn’t
realize at the time how true this was. We all do it. We
put on the “lens of our beliefs” as we read Scripture. As
a Baptist looking at all the different lenses out there, I
realized how necessary it was to have the correct one.
God left us His lens in His Church. He never intended us
to wander in the desert forever. He sent out His Apostles
and said, “Those who hear you, hear Me.” If only we will
let down those walls and surrender to Him, we will be able
to see through His lens, the teachings of His Church, the

Catholic Church. My greatest joy is witnessing those who
were lost and unsure finally come home!
Catholics coming home.org
By Melissa Slagle 8/10/19

Questionnaire
WE REMIND READERS THAT, IN ORDER TO REMAIN ON OUR MAILING LIST, THEY SHOULD CONTACT
US AT LEAST EVERY TWO YEARS.
We would appreciate it if all readers WHO HAVE NOT DONE SO would fill in the questionnaire below. Any
comments, requests or criticisms will be welcome.
AS OUR MAGAZINE IS FREE, THIS IS NOT A REQUEST FOR DONATIONS, but to ensure that it is actually read.
(If those who reply wish to give a financial contribution, we would be very grateful, but this is not essential.)

c Yes, I wish to continue receiving the ‘Medjugorje News’.
c No, please take me off your mailing list.                          
c My address has changed and is now:
Name ............................................................................................................................................................
Address (if not on back or if changed)..............................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................
Comments......................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................
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Myriam Media Ministries
4 We have a full range of audio and video tapes of all Eucharistic Conventions, DVDs from EWTN
Catholic TV, Saints, Church teaching, World Youth Day, Pope Benedict’s inauguration, children’s
Programme, etc.
4 Sister Emmanuel’s talks are available on CDs and audio tapes
4 Stressed? Oppressed? Bless! – Fr Donald Calloway’s incredible testimony – The miracle of the Rosary
4 Joyful Mysteries – Witness of a Professional Sinner -  1 tape $8.oo each or 2 or more $6.oo each
4 The Rosary with Medjugorje with Luminous mysteries on CD $15.oo
4 Books: Souls in Purgatory – donation

Contact: Myriam Media Ministries,
10 Park Ave, Birkenhead, North Shore City 0626. Phone/Fax 09-418 3428

*Important reminder*
When writing to us or sending us new names and/or addresses, please:
- Include your Return Address
- NAMES & ADDRESSES MUST BE IN CAPITAL LETTERS, BLOCK LETTERS

a Have you enjoyed reading this issue? a Is it helping you in your spiritual life?
a Do you think others would benefit from reading it?
What about passing it on to someone or leave it in any church porch/foyer or anywhere else,
so others can read it too.
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