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As its name ‘Medjugorje News’ implies, the aim of this newsletter is essentially the spreading of the messages
received by the visionaries in Medjugorje, according to the wishes of Our Lady.

The Medjugorje Story
On the evening of 24 June 1981, in the parish of St James in Medjugorje, six young people
claimed to have seen the Blessed Virgin Mary on Podbrdo Hill. The next day four of the six
alleged another meeting with Our Lady, and said they spoke with her. On this occasion, the four
teenagers (three girls and a boy) were joined by another young boy and a teenage girl. These
six became the definitive visionaries in Medjugorje; they are Ivanka Ivankovic,
Mirjana Dragicevic, Vicka Ivankovic, Ivan Dragicevic, Marija Pavlovic and Jakov Colo.
Since 1981, these six young people have been the centre of world attention, and medical and
scientific studies. Their principal claim is that practically every day to the present time, our
Blessed Lady has been appearing to one or more of them, and that from her they have received
thousands of messages for the parish of Medjugorje and the world. All six still claim apparitions,
though only three of them now on a daily basis, and each of the six says that he or she has
received, or is in the process of receiving, ten secrets. The first of the secrets is to be revealed
to the world through Mirjana Dragicevic, and the third is said to be concerned with a permanent
sign that will authenticate the apparitions and be a help to conversion, and will be evident to all
at Medjugorje. The visionaries say that Our Lady identifies herself to them as the Queen of
Peace.
As a result of these claims, more than forty million people have visited Medjugorje from all over
the world and there have been many assertions regarding remarkable signs and wonders, cures
and spiritual healing. There is no doubt at all that those millions of people have found a
pilgrimage to Medjugorje one of the most spiritually significant experiences of their lives.
We acknowledge and accept that the authority regarding the authenticity of apparitions, locutions and related
messages as well as all private revelations from Our Lord, Our Lady or any Saint rests with the Holy See of Rome
whose final judgement we will respect and obey. We also affirm our total allegiance to our One, Holy, Catholic and
Apostolic Church, our Priests and Bishops and our Holy Father, Pope Francis.
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THE MEDJUGORJE MESSAGE
THE BLESSED VIRGINMARY PROPSES A SIX-POINT PROGRAMME:

1.

FAITH - Belief in God and in the supernatural. It is your true vision. Therefore live by it.

2.

COMMITMENT TO GOD - Let Him direct your life. Begin by turning away from sin in true
conversion and repentance.

3.

PRAYER - Regular Mass, monthly confession, daily rosary and dedication to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

4.

FASTING - Bread and water on Fridays (and Wednesdays) if you can. If not, at least cut
back or practice some other form of self denial.

5.

PEACE - In your own heart, in your family and neighbourhood and workplace, in all your
human relations and reaching out to the war-stricken world.

6.

THE HOLY BIBLE - We should read part of the Holy Scripture every day.
THE MESSAGES OF MARY ARE ADDRESSED NOT ONLY TO CATHOLICS
BUT TO THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE, REGARDLESS OF BELIEFS OR RELIGION
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Our Lady’s Messages

FEBRUARY 25, 2022
“Dear Children! I am with you and we pray together. Help me with prayer, little children,
that Satan may not prevail. His power of death, hatred, and fear has visited the earth.
Therefore, little children, return to God and to prayer, to fasting and to renunciation,
for all those who are downtrodden, poor, and have no voice in this world without God.
Little children, if you do not return to God and His Commandments, you do not have a future.
That is why He sent me to you to guide you.
Thank you for having responded to my call."
MARCH 25, 2022
“Dear children! I am listening to your cry and prayers for peace. For years, Satan has been
fighting for war. That is why God sent me among you to guide you on the way of holiness,
because humanity is at a crossroad.
I am calling you to return to God and to God's Commandments that it may be good for you on
earth, and that you may come out of this crisis into which you have entered because you are not
listening to God who loves you and desires to save you and lead you to a new life.
Thank you for having responded to my call.”
APRIL 25, 2022
“Dear children! I am looking at you and I see that you are lost. That is why I am calling all of you:
return to God, return to prayer - and the Holy Spirit will fill you with His love which gives joy to the
heart. Hope will grow in you, also for a better future, and you will become joyful witnesses of God's
mercy in you and around you.
Thank you for having responded to my call.”
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News from the Editor:

Greetings and Blessings to all Readers,

By the time you get this issue we will have
lived through the most holiest time in our
Liturgical year.
Like all of us, in our Parishes and families we
have had death, much sickness and unsettling
trials and situations that we have experienced
through our Lenten Journey. I love this time
but often find it difficult and challenging. I
know without these difficulties and challenges
I would not grow in my faith. So these I am
grateful for.
Our Holy week began with the Parishes from
all over the North gathering together at St
Francis Xavier Whangarei to celebrate the
Chrism Mass and our Priests renewing their vows. After the Mass Parishioners and Priests gathered for lunch.
What a blessing to catch up with so many that I haven’t seen for a long time and to hear their own journeys
and trails. This is what Our Lady calls us to do, to put time aside for the Lord and his people.
With Covid the Sacred Triduum was a little different to other years in our Parish .
Our Holy Thursday celebration was with a silent reflection of the washing of feet lead by our Parish Priest, so
simple and powerful. Good Friday Stations of the Cross were lead by our Ruawai Community so prayerful. As
to the Veneration of the Cross.
Early in the morning of Holy Saturday our Parish was graced with the beautiful art piece Ko Hata Maria, te
Matua Wahine o te Atua. Translation: Holy Mary, Mother of God. As we waited for the Easter Vigil we were
able to keep our Blessed Mother company and console her in her grief.
This piece of art is traveling around New Zealand so I encourage you if it comes to your Parish to make time
to visit and ask Our Lady for her grace and blessings upon you, your families and Parish.
Christ has Died, Christ has Risen, let us Rejoice.
Love and prayers Bernadette

Visiting those in prison – by writing
Would you like to become involved in a very special work of mercy by writing to long-term
prisoners in a foreign country?
Divine Mercy Publications have set up a team of letter writers to correspond with the in
mates of a maximum security jail in Zambia, central Africa.
Most of these are Catholics/Christians to whom we send reading and prayer literature as
well as clothes and toiletries.
The requests for Pen pals are growing; the prison we write to has over 400 inmates, most of whom are in desperate
need of consolation and encouragement. They are served by and Irish Catholic priest, whom they see 2-3 times per
month. We wish to continue this important work of mercy and need helpers to ‘adopt’ a prisoner and write on a
regular basis, usually once every 1-2 months.

Can you Help?
There will be absolutely no cost to you, Divine Mercy Publication/Trust will cover all expenses including sending
funds via the prison Chaplain approximately twice per year to help the inmates purchase food, toiletries, medicines,
clothes and in some case pay a portion of their children’s school fees to prevent them becoming ‘street kids’.

All you need give is your time and mercy to these needy souls. If you would like to know more please contact us.
Thank you for your consideration of this important request.

DIVINE MERCY PUBLICATIONS TRUST
P.O. BOX 20266,
BISHOPDALE, CHRISTCHURCH 8543
PH/FAX 03 359 2087
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Excerpts from
Children of Medjugorje
From Sister Emmanuel - http://www.childrenofmedjugorje.com/
Medjugorje, April 16, 2022
Dear Friends, praise be to Jesus and Mary!

with prosperity on this earth? In her February
and March messages, she invites us again to
return to God and to live God's commandments, which is VITAL to us. But... Who among
us will take time to stop, read and re-read this
invitation to live life, and grasp the grace it
contains? We need to decide, we are at a
crossroads and we cannot afford to go in
the wrong direction. To live with God or live
without God: have we understood that our lives
are at stake, both on this earth and in eternity?

1. On March 25th, 2022, the visionary,
Marija, received the following monthly
message:
“Dear children! I am listening to your cry and
prayers for peace. For years, Satan has been
fighting for war. That is why God sent me
among you to guide you on the way of
holiness, because humanity is at a crossroads.
I am calling you to return to God and to God's
Commandments that it may be good for you on
earth, and that you may come out of this crisis
into which you have entered because you are
not listening to God who loves you and desires
to save you and lead you to a new life. Thank
you for having responded to my call.”

What does this mean in reality: Do I pray
regularly? Do I partake in the sacraments “with
my heart”? Do I often show acts of charity? Do
I forgive anyone who offended me? Do I offer
small sacrifices for the salvation of souls, or
simply "to please Our Good Lord”, as Little
Flower would say? And last, but not least, do I
have a deep trust in the Immeasurable Mercy
of God?
If I check YES to all these boxes, I am on the
right path, and it is just a matter of perseverance!

Is it already too late? During the Second
World War, my father was part of the French
Resistance. He was arrested in 1942, and
deported to Germany. For three years, he
suffered in various concentration camps. We
know the hunger and ill-treatment that
prevailed in these camps in those days. One
day, he found himself in front of a prisoner who
was starving. My father had a piece of bread in
his pocket, so he handed it to the prisoner, but
the poor man looked at him with a dreary look
and did not make the slightest gesture to grasp
this piece of bread that could save him. My
father insisted, but to no avail, because the
prisoner was already emaciated. He didn't have
the strength to react. He died of starvation soon
after. For him, it was too late, he had reached
his limit and his survival instinct had dissipated

No, it's not too late! In these troubled times,
God has prepared for us a very special mercy,
as we stand in this painful interlude between
two periods of time: the past that will not come
back, and the New Time, namely the New
Pentecost of love. This special Mercy is
tangible through Mary’s comings. But we have
become so weak by habitually living without
God, that we run the risk of turning a deaf ear
and missing the opportunity for the happiness
that is offered to us.

St. Faustina’s last message. Let us recall
here what Jesus said to St. Faustina for the
whole world (last message of her Diary, written
the year of her death in 1938):

The choice we make is at stake! I have often
thought about this fact, and I realize that this
type of situation, in other areas, is not
uncommon today. However, let’s stick to
Medjugorje and the call for Life and survival
that the Mother of God sends us by coming to
us. For 40 years, what has she not offered us
to make sure that we walk in the peace of God,
united with the hearts of others and to even live
5

“Today I heard these words: In the Old
Covenant I sent prophets wielding
thunderbolts to My People. Today I am
sending you with My mercy to the people of
the whole world. I do not want to punish
aching
mankind, but I desire to heal it,
pressing it to My Merciful Heart. I use
punishment when they themselves force Me
to do so; My hand is reluctant to take hold
of the sword of justice. Before the Day of
Justice, I am sending the Day of Mercy. I
replied, “O my Jesus, speak to souls Yourself,
because my words are insignificant.” (§ 1588)

opens up wonderful new horizons and changes
our lives.

In spiritual warfare, Angels are close
friends who warn us of the enemy's tricks and
help us triumph over them with the grace of
God. They call us to order when we stray from
the path to Jesus. They bring us back in the
right direction, because they know God's plan
for us on this earth and what our unique calling
is.
We can also entrust them with missions, and
ask them to intervene powerfully in Ukraine,
take care of the victims of the fighting and the
refugees, and also inspire the decisions of
political leaders. We are very limited in the
relief we would like to bring, but they are not, if
we pray to them with fervour and confidence.

An exceptional gift. Once again, this year, on
the occasion of Easter and Divine Mercy
Sunday (on April 24), let us firmly grasp this
lifeline! (In PS1, see the immense gift that
Jesus gives us on Divine Mercy Sunday). Let
us allow Jesus to heal our wounded humanity
by pressing against His Merciful Heart! He
desires so much to embrace each one of us!
No one is rejected. Jesus is the Living Bread
that gives life to the world! It is not too late to
reach out to our Saviour, renounce sin, and
make a good confession with the heart. To do
so, Mary
carries us as a mother carries her
child. She carries us toward her Son Jesus and
introduces us in the loving embrace that she
has with Him, because it is towards this
ineffably beautiful union that she wants to lead
us.

Angels can surprise us! Our brother Denis
Vincent has developed an amazing relationship
with his Guardian Angel. For instance, every
night, he tells him what time he needs to wake
up. No need for an alarm clock, his Angel takes
care of this task. One morning, his Angel was
supposed to wake him up at 3 a.m. so that he
could catch a plane in Split. But the Angel
woke him up at 3:20 a.m. Denis had to hurry so
as not to be late. When he got to the airport, he
saw that his flight was 20 minutes late! Another
time, instead of 3:30 a.m. as agreed the night
before, the Angel woke him up at 2:30 a.m.
Denis got up and left for the airport. There, he
was told to go to a nearby office for some
vaccine passport business, which took time. If
he hadn’t obeyed his Angel, he would have
missed his flight. Look, my friends, if our
Angels listen to us with such precision, can you
imagine what powerful help they can bring to
our brothers who are being tortured by war?
Even someone who is ill and bedridden in
hospital can ask his Angel to protect Ukrainian
children in mortal danger.

Angels on the front lines! In times of grave
danger, wars, and threats of war, we too often
forget that we have very powerful friends in
Heaven, and some are attributed to us
personally by God from the moment of our
conception, such as our Guardian Angels.
"Satan wants war," Mary tells us, but who is he
in front of the entire heavenly army perpetually
worshipping God and performing special
missions on earth for our sake?

We prayed a lot for peace in the world on
March 25, when Pope Francis consecrated the
whole of humanity to the Immaculate Heart of
Mary, and especially Ukraine and Russia. But
we can continue to pray by invoking the
powerful help of the Angels. Let us send them
to the front lines in Ukraine and wherever there
is fierce combat! Whatever we cannot do
because of our human limitations, they are
able to do. Our Guardian Angel is the perfect
friend because he embraces specific gifts that
are very precious to us. Teaming up with him

Let's send them by the thousands! Let us do
everything in our power, and God will do the
rest. Of course, the same goes for our friends
the Saints.
Vicka is getting better, she was able to go to
Rome on March 25th for the Annunciation and
the consecration of humanity by the Holy
Father. Let us pray for her health to improve
further, for we would love to see her again
meeting the pilgrims!
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The Eucharist heals a mute boy
(April being the month of the Holy Eucharist)
On Easter Day 1461, the parish church of
Saint-Barthélémy in La Rochelle (department of
Charente-Maritime, southwestern France) was
packed. An 8-year-old boy named Bertrand
Leclerc, the son of a well-known bourgeois
family, was observing the preparations for the
Easter mass.

•

Yes, Mom! We have to thank God!"

The diocesan officials rushed to the church of
Saint Bartholomew and sang the Te Deum for
this unexpected cure.
Throughout his life, Bertrand led an exemplary
Christian life. His death was edifying:
he invoked the name of the Lord and Mary,
holding a crucifix in his hands.

The child was completely mute and partially
deaf since a severe fall at the age of one, when
his nurse lost her balance and fell while carrying
him on a stormy night. His head hit a piece of
furniture. Since then, his condition had
remained the same. His parents would often
took him to church, hoping that God would
some day heal him.

Convinced that the miracle was genuine, Bishop
Louis Rouault de Ganaches of Maillezais, to
which La Rochelle belonged, encouraged the
faithful to go to the church of Saint-Barthélémy
and instructed his clergy to welcome them.

During Communion, his mother picked him up in
her arms and walked towards the priest, so he
could
receive
Holy
Communion.
But the priest denied him Communion, saying
that Bertrand had not been to confession first.

Until World War II, this parish celebrated the
"miracle of the mute" every Easter Monday.
The Vatican granted indulgences to those who
participated in this celebration. A framed
manuscript, hanging in the church, recounts the
story.
The Mary of Nazareth Team

Mrs. Leclerc was so sad that her sick son could
not receive that she asked a parishioner next to
her to look after the boy for a second, knelt in
front of the priest, and with clasped hands,
begged him to give Bertrand Communion.

Parish to Parish
for

Bed & Breakfast

Moved by this gesture, the priest changed his
mind. Bertrand knelt down to receive the
"precious body of Our Lord", but something
strange happened: instead of getting up right
away, he remained on his knees while staring at
the altar.

Catholic Hospitality in New Zealand
and Australia
Contribution to costs, by payment per night,
which includes a continental breakfast are:
From 1st September, 2021

His mother held her breath as she saw his face
change: he seemed awash in joy! The suffering
child was radiant with a mysterious glow.

For 1 Guest; $50 per night,
each additional guest $30 each

(eg: Two people would be $80.00 for one night.)

The priest gestured towards him to make him
stand up, but at that moment, everyone
distinctly heard the boy say these words, the
first words to come out of his mouth since his
birth: "Adjutorium nostrum in nomine Domini!
("Our help is in the name of the Lord!"),
taken from Psalm 103!

This is a wonderful way for Catholics to meet and enjoy
the company of other Catholics.
If you wish to become a host or if you wish to purchase a
book with all the details of hosts, the cost is $15,
includes postage, contact or order from:
Marie Anderson
2 Brent Place Christchurch, 8053.
Phone 03 3595 541
Email: marie.ian@xtra.co.nz

His mother asked: "Did you speak?
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Eucharistic Convention 2022
Friday 15 July 7.00 pm
to Sunday 17 July 3.30 pm
St Mary’s College, Ponsonby
Tickets: $30 per day or $50 for both days
Red light! Orange light! Green light! 100 people, 200 people, more? Vaccine passes or not even
the division created between the vaccinated and unvaccinated had to be considered. It was the
stuff of nightmares as we faced the decision to proceed with the Convention this year. Thanks to
our Lord that most of those concerns have faded. Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit the
preparation for the Convention has gone ahead as the hurdles facing us have been cleared.

I am the Bread of Life
Come and enjoy a spiritual shot-in-the-arm on the weekend of Friday 15 July to Sunday 17 July at
St Mary’s College Ceclia Maher Hall. We have a line-up of outstanding speakers, opportunities for
individual and communal prayer, Rite II Reconciliation, and Eucharistic Procession.
We are very excited by our team of speakers addressing the theme, ‘I am the Bread of Life.’
(Jn 6:35 a) We are particularly grateful to Charbel Raish who was prepared to come no matter
what requirements were demanded for travel to New Zealand.

Charbel Raish
Charbel is the founder of Parousia Media which was born in May of
2005. He is based in Sydney and has organised over 200 local
events consisting of local and international speakers who have
featured all over Australia. Charbel has coordinated Faith Formation
events for over 15 years.
He is married to Christine and they have been blessed with
7 children together. Charbel has a passion for helping people get
closer to discovering the fullness of Truth and invites anyone who is
willing, to help him on this mission of evangelisation through
Parousia Media.

Charbel has Degrees in Theological Studies and Personal Development and Physical Education.
He has over 10 years of experience as both a Phys Ed teacher and Religion teacher for Primary
and Secondary Schools.
Currently Charbel is working full time with Parousia Media, his greatest passion, which specialises
in Faith Formation resources and events. Over 150 000 people have been evangelised through
the work of Parousia Media and well over 100 000 resources have been distributed over that time.
His personal testimony on how Islam led him to Christ should not be missed. He coordinates
study courses introducing the Catholic Faith and has a passion for helping people get closer to
discovering the fullness of Truth.
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Rev Dr Mervyn Duffy
Fr Merve writes: I am a Marist priest from Christchurch, ordained
in 1985. I taught Mathematics, Computing and Religious
Education at secondary level, principally at St Patrick’s College,
Silverstream, and Pompallier College in Whangarei. I was involved
in the writing of textbooks for the ‘Understanding Faith’ NZ
religious education syllabus and in the expert panels writing Unit
Standards and Assessment materials for Religious Education. By
way of Licentiate and Doctoral studies at the Gregorian University
in Rome I transitioned to tertiary, starting lecturing at Good
Shepherd College in its second semester in 2001. In 2005 I took on the Dean of Studies role.
In the last couple of years of the College (2018-2019) I was also Acting Principal.

Rev Fr Bernard Espiritu SVD
Back by popular demand! Fr Bernard’s presentations at Convention 2021
were such a hit that we had to ask him to present again and are very
grateful that he has agreed to do so.
Fr Bernard Espiritu has been the New Zealand National Director for the
Pontifical Mission Societies since 2012. He was born in the Philippines
and, following ordination with the Society of the Divine Word, he was
appointed on missionary assignment in south Brazil for seven years.
He worked in Australia for 16 years and for six years in North America.
Fr Bernard has built up good relationships with parishes and schools, is
an engaging preacher, and comes from a Religious Order dedicated to
the mahi of mission.

Regular Activities
Regular activities, that have become synonymous with the Convention, including the joyous
celebration of Mass, Prayer of the Church, Exposition and Adoration, a raffle and the sale of
religious items, will feature again.

A thought
It is worth remembering that John 6:35 in full reads: ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me
will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.’
It is only our merciful God who feeds us, his children, with food that nourishes and refreshes our
soul, heart, mind and body. The weekend of the Convention is a time of spiritual input, hope and
inspiration.

Tickets
Tickets can be purchased through internet banking
Bank account; 01 0258 0055674 99
$30 per day (Saturday and Sunday) or $50 for both days.
Please put you name in the reference field.
Tickets will also be on sale at the door.
There is plenty of parking,

We look forward to seeing you at Convention 22
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CONFESSION STONE 4

January 25, 2022
The Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle
Dear Family of Mary!
Confession is one of the most important gifts
given in Medjugorje. Our Lady invites us to her
village, and she guides us through many
experiences of prayer. But one of the most
important moments for each individual is the
Sacrament of Confession, received around the
Church before Evening Mass. Confession in
Medjugorje is like no other confession. It is only
because Our Lady is there, giving us such
peace and security that we can face the most
difficult sins of our past. We can offer them to
Jesus through the priest, and truly be freed and
healed. It is incredible!
I want to share an entry from the book, "Give
Me Your Wounded Heart" by Fr. Slavko
Barbaric. This book is about Confession. And
this small entry may help us all to turn again to
Confession with renewed faith and desire.
Confession is a miracle:
You are called to Confession
On March 25, 1985, the Feast of the Annunciation, Our Lady gave this message through
Marija Pavlovic:
Dear Children! Today I wish to call you all to
confession, even if you have confessed a
few days ago. I wish that you all experience
my feast day within yourselves. But you
cannot experience it unless you abandon
yourselves completely to God. Therefore, I
am inviting you all to reconciliation with
God!

This is one of the most striking messages in
which Our Lady invites us to confession.
Viewed in relation to the Feast of the Annunciation, one more thing about confession is clear.
Mary is the New Eve. She said, "Behold, I am
the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done
unto me according to Thy word" (Luke 1:38).
With these words of Mary, the handmaid of the
Lord, a new world began.
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The first woman, Eve, did not fulfill God's plan
in her life. She sinned and through sin man
rejected God and His plans. Through sin, man
preferred his own will, and rejected God's will.
Mary brought healing to a world which was hurt
by the disobedience of our first parents. It was
possible because Christ, the new Adam,
accepted the will of the Father and entered the
world to save the world. He entered the world
through Mary, the one who was the humble
and obedient handmaid of the Lord.
Therefore, the deepest meaning of the Feast of
the Annunciation stems not just from the fact
that Christ, the Word Divine, became man for
us by His Incarnation in the womb of the Virgin
Mary, but even more, that through Mary's
surrender to God's will a new history of
salvation began.
From this great mystery and the reality of the
Incarnation, which was dependent upon Mary's
acceptance of the will of God, we discover the
deep meaning of confession. Certainly it is no
accident that Mary called us all to confession
on her feast. This helps us to understand the
question: What is confession?
Confession is the total and conscious
acceptance of God's will and the renunciation
of the world which enslaves and destroys us.
It is the acceptance of God's salvation and
light, peace, and love, and the renunciation of
the world of darkness, hatred, and unrest.
Mary said, "You cannot experience a true
celebration of this feast if you do not
confess your sins." It means that you cannot
begin a new life if you are not prepared to tell
God, "Here I am, Lord, ready to do your will." It
is God's will for us to seek forgiveness for all
those areas where we oppose Him and prefer
our will to His, and where we are really closer
to the old Eve than we are to Mary, the new
eve. Therefore, confession is the moment
when we return to a life without sin and begin
to build a new world. It is the moment when we
allow God to enter our lives again, when we
put Him first in our lives once more. It is also
the moment when the old man in us is renewed
by the power of Christ's Incarnation.

The more sincere we are in our confessions,
and the more regularly we receive the
sacrament, the closer we will come to
celebrating the true spirit of the Annunciation
which Mary, the Mother of all the living and the
new Eve, refers to in her message. That
celebration is a celebration of life, peace, joy,
love, and true community between God and
man, and men among themselves.
The closer we come to living what Mary is really
leading us to in this message, the more we will
renounce the destructive power of sin. We will
become stronger when temptations arise, and
we will have less fear and anxiety.

In this way we will enter into the glory of being
children of God. This is why it is no accident
that many pilgrims and priests in Medjugorje
confirm that through the sacrament of
Confession they have discovered the beauty
and significance of the call to conversion, of
returning to friendship between God and man.
Now the meaning of the ministry of reconciliation which has been given to priests becomes
clearer in the eyes of both priests and
believers. Surely, there is no ministry from one
person to another more beautiful than the
ministry
of
reconciliation.
(Father Slavko Barbaric. Give Me Your
Wounded Heart.
Medjugorje: Informativni Centar Mir, 1996.
P. 62-64)
Truly, Confession is the Sacrament of
transformation! Our Lady provides so many
graces for this transformation in Medjugorje!
And by extension, all around the world!!
In Jesus, Mary and Joseph!
Cathy Nolan
(c)Mary TV 2022

THE EUCHARIST Stone #5 -

January 27, 2022
Dear Family of Mary!
It is very evident that in Medjugorje, the
Eucharistic Presence of Jesus is the center of
life. Through her guidance and direction, the
visionaries and the Parish have together
constructed a prayer life that revolves around
the Eucharist! For such a small village, and
such a small parish as St. James, there are an
incredible number of Holy Masses offered each
day. Holy Mass is central to everyone's day.
And Adoration of Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament is available all afternoon in the
Adoration Chapel! Jesus is adored, loved,
prayed to, and received almost constantly in
Medjugorje!
Our Lady wants it that way! Here are two full
messages, and several quotes from other
messages in which Our Lady calls us to a living
relationship with her Eucharistic Son. She
wants us to be near Him in the Eucharist as
much as possible, because miracles happen
through His Presence. Miracles happen!
Our Lady has said:
March 15, 1984 "Tonight also, dear children,
I am grateful to you in a special way for
being here. Unceasingly adore the Most
Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I am always
present when the faithful are adoring.
Special graces are then being received."
March 25, 2008 "Dear children! I call you to
work on your personal conversion. You are
still far from meeting with God in your heart.
Therefore, spend all the more time in prayer
and Adoration of Jesus in the Most Blessed
Sacrament of the Altar, for Him to change
you and to put into your hearts a living faith
and a desire for eternal life. Everything is
passing, little children, only God is not
passing. I am with you and I encourage you
with love. Thank you for having responded
to my call."
I am calling you for the Eucharist to be the
life of your soul. August 2, 2014
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I am calling you, my apostles, to live the
Eucharist with joy, because in the Eucharist
my Son gives Himself to you anew and with
His example shows the love and sacrifice
towards the neighbor. August 2, 2014
The Church needs apostles who by living the
Eucharist with the heart do great works; it
needs you, my apostles of love. December 2,
2015
Do not forget that in the Eucharist, which is
the heart of faith, my Son is always with you.
May 2, 2016
My children, do not forget that the Eucharist
is the heart of faith. This is my Son who
feeds you with His Body and strengthens
you with His Blood. This is a miracle of love:
my Son who always comes anew, alive, to
bring life back to souls. May 2, 2018
Dear children, great is the love of my Son. If
you were to come to know the greatness of
His love, you would never cease to adore and
thank Him. He is always alive with you in the
Eucharist, because the Eucharist is His
Heart. August 2, 2019

Would you like to pray

The LITTLEOFFICE
Of the
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY?

(a devotion practised since the 10th Century)
A Pocket Edition is now available
in contemporary English
$5.00 (p.p.free in NZ)
Send Name & Address to:
‘BVM’ P.O. Box 88, Whitianga 3542

PRECIOUS BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST
"All the good works in the world are not equal to
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass because they are
the works of men; but THE MASS IS THE
WORK OF GOD. Martyrdom is nothing in
comparison for it is but the sacrifice of man to
God; but THE MASS IS THE SACRIFICE OF
GOD FOR MAN."
•
St. John Vianney

If receiving my Son in the Eucharist is the
center of your life then do not be afraid, you
can do everything. June 2, 2012
Our Lady knows that we will not understand
Jesus' presence in the Eucharist by thinking
about it. It is a mystery we cannot grasp
through our intellect. We can only approach
the Lord in His Eucharistic Presence with
faith, and just be with Him. To stay, to wait,
to gaze, to wonder, to praise, to thank, to
pour out your soul, and to finally grow
silent, is the path to experiencing Jesus in
the Eucharist. And if we persevere in that
process, we will be changed, which is the
greatest sign that Jesus is present! He alone
works miracles.
In Jesus, Mary and Joseph!
Cathy Nolan
Mary TV 2022
MY SOUL IS THIRSTING FOR YOU, OH LORD - Volume II – by Willy Vermeulen
Available for $5 plus $1.40 postage, 4/8 Elizabeth St, Tauranga 3110
or e-mail willybverm@gmail.com
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OUR LADY UNDOER OF KNOTS
When my brother Paul was very ill for several
years, I kept praying for his recovery, but he
didn't get better. Sensing that his time was
near, I began a novena to Mary under the title
Undoer of Knots. I simply asked Mary to take
care of him according to God's will. The day
after I started the novena, I was surprised to
receive a package from a friend, which
contained a beautiful rosary she had made
herself. The centerpiece of the rosary was an
image of Our Lady Undoer of Knots. This
woman had no idea I was praying the novena,
and so I took it as a confirmation that Mary
would indeed take care of everything. A few
days after I finished the novena, Paul died very
peacefully, secure in God's love.

May is the Month of our Blessed Mother. In
your prayers this month, may you experience
the closeness and warmth of Mary, the mother
of
Jesus
and
our
mother
too.

In Christ,
Sr. Marianne Lorraine Trouvé, FSP

Sr. Marianne Lorraine Trouvé, FSP is the
author and editor of several books, including
Mary, Mother of God Prayer Book, from which
this letter is adapted, and the introductory
biography Thomas Aquinas. Besides prayer
and work, she likes to write, garden, do logic
puzzles, and take walks with friends.

Our loving mother Mary does things like that.
She takes to heart whatever needs we confide
to her, be they big or little. She doesn't want us
to be worried, anxiously trying to control things.
She wants us to entrust our cares to her, to do
what we can, of course, but then to have a
childlike trust that she will help us.
From the earliest days of the Church,
Christians have turned to Mary in prayer. The
Acts of the Apostles tells us that after Jesus
ascended into heaven, the disciples "were
constantly devoting themselves to prayer,
together with certain women, including Mary
the mother of Jesus" (1:14). We can imagine
her maternal presence among them, how
they must have asked her to tell them stories
about Jesus and asked her for advice and help.
We
can
do
the
same.
Yes, it's different now because we can't
physically see Mary and talk to her. But in the
Church, all the members are united, both those
on earth and in heaven. We have a spiritual
bond so that we are united to Mary and the
saints in an amazing way. We can pray and
converse with her, and in some way she will
respond.
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Let us learn from Our Lady to get up and help
After receiving the annunciation of the angel,
the Virgin does not stay at home, thinking over
what has happened and considering the
problems and pitfalls, which were certainly not
lacking: because, poor girl, she did not know
what to do with this news, with the culture of
that age… She did not understand… On the
contrary, she first thinks of someone in need;
instead of being absorbed in her own
problems, she thinks about someone in need,

But who can I help?
I get up and I help. By helping others, we help
ourselves to rise up from difficulties.
The second movement is to go in haste. This
does not mean to proceed with agitation, in a
hurried manner, no, it does not mean this.
Instead, it means conducting our days with a
joyful step, looking ahead with confidence,

she thinks about Elizabeth, her relative, who
was of advanced years and with child,
something strange and miraculous. Mary sets
out on with generosity, without letting herself
be put off by the discomforts of the journey,
responding to an inner impulse that called her
to be close and to help. A long road, kilometer
after kilometer, and there was no bus to go
there: she went on foot. She went out to help.
(...)

without dragging our feet, as slaves to
complaints – these complaints ruin so many
lives, because one starts complaining and
complaining, and life drains away. Complaining
leads you to always look for someone to
blame. On her way to Elizabeth’s house, Mary
proceeds with the quick step of one whose
heart and life are full of God, full of his joy. So,
let us ask ourselves, for our benefit: how is my
“step”? Am I proactive or do I linger in
melancholy, in sadness? Do I move forward

Let us learn from Our Lady this way of
reacting: to get up, especially when difficulties
threaten to crush us. To arise, so as not to get
bogged down in problems, sinking into self-pity
or falling into a sadness that paralyses us.

with hope or do I stop and feel sorry for myself? If we proceed with the tired step of
grumbling and talking, we will not bring God to
anyone, we will only bring bitterness and dark
things. Instead, it does great good to cultivate
a healthy sense of humor, as did, for example,
Saint Thomas More or Saint Philip Neri. We
can also ask for this grace, this grace of a
healthy sense of humor: it does so much good.
Let us not forget that the first act of charity we

But why get up?
Because God is great and is ready to lift us up
if we reach out to Him. So let us cast away the
negative thoughts, the fears that block every
impulse and that prevent us from moving
forward. And then let’s do as Mary did: let's
look around and look for someone to whom we
can be of help!

can do for our neighbor is to offer him a serene
and smiling face. It is to bring them the joy of
Jesus, as Mary did with Elizabeth.

Is there an elderly person I know to whom I
can give a little help, company? Everyone,
think about it. Or to offer a service to someone,
a kindness, a phone call?

Pope Francis, Angelus of December 19,
2021 (excerpt)
vatican.va
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March 17, 2022 Letter from Ivan to Ukraine People

My dear people of Ukraine,
Praise be Jesus and Mary! I wish to greet you from my heart. In June of 1981, the Blessed Virgin
Mary appeared to me and 5 others in our village of Medjugorje. She came to us at a time of great
suffering. It was the time when communism was at its peak causing the upheaval of nations, the
stripping of human dignity and the slaughter of the innocent, including the religious and clergy.
Communism tried to enforce an indoctrination that God does not exist. She came to us as the
Queen of Peace saying that Her Son Jesus sent Her to help us.
The central message of Medjugorje is summarized in Our Lady's own words: "Peace, peace and
only peace. May peace reign in the world; may peace reign in each person's heart. Peace must
reign between God and man and among all men." How very much these words resonate for us all
today. The Queen of Peace came to offer us consolation in our sorrows, encouragement in our
despair and a firm assurance that God does truly exist and that He is with us. God hears our
cries; He is our peace.
My dear friends of the Ukraine, Our Lady is with you to help you. She too, like in Medjugorje, is
offering you abundant consolation in your sorrows, encouragement and hope in these grim
moments and a firm assurance that God is truly with you through this ordeal. Also, the Virgin
herself is personally interceding for each of you. It is Our Lady's role to intercede for Her children
in need.
My dear friends, you are not forgotten. There are tens of millions of people around the world who
follow the message and call of the Queen of Peace who are praying and sacrificing for you at this
moment. Our Lady has so often comforted us in her messages by saying, "I am with you." My
dear friends of the Ukraine, Our Mother is with you in in a very special way.
In the name of Jesus and Mary I am extending my spirit of encouragement and consolation to all
of you. I am personally recommending to Our Lady, the Queen of Peace, all the bishops, the
leaders and the entire people of the Ukraine especially at this moment to give you the needed
strength and hope. God bless you.
Affectionately,
Ivan Dragicevic
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Part 2 - December 25, 2021
Interview with Marija by the Italian priest
Fr. Livio, who has a radio program in Italy.
This interview was conducted after Our Lady's
December 25, 2021 message:
"Dear children! Today I am carrying my Son
Jesus to you, for Him to give you His peace.
Little children, without peace you do not
have a future or blessing; therefore return to
prayer, because the fruit of prayer is joy and
faith, without which you cannot live. Today's
blessing which we give you, carry to your
families and enrich all those whom you
meet, that they may feel the grace which you
are receiving.
Thank you for having responded to my call."
F.L. Listen Marija you are now here in Italy but
maybe you know that 50 buses from Ukraine
arrived in Medjugorje, so thousands of people
came to pray for peace because their countries
right now are at risk of war.
M. It is true because I have been in contact with
them through their guides and we’ll leave
tomorrow or the day after with God’s help and
we’ll soon meet them.
F.L. But for me it is also an invitation for all of us
to pray for peace because it is a difficult moment
because in this very moment here there is really
the danger of war between Russia and Ukraine.
There is danger of an invasion and therefore Our
Lady said that without peace there is no future
and when there is a war that begins it can also
destroy the world.
M. Exactly, because peace is a gift that we don’t
experience until war begins. I remember when
the war in the Balkans began, we experienced
its meaning that none of us could imagine. Our
Lady arrived with the name of Queen of Peace
and on the third day of the apparitions she cried,
only when the war began, we understood why
she introduced herself with that name. Today we
see these pilgrims who have arrived and ask for
the protection of the “Queen of Peace” because
in their land there has been a subtle war for
many years where everything is missing; this
rich population has become poor above all
because they do not have the opportunity to
experience peace because peace is also
prosperity, even future, but there is not the
freedom that Our Lady asked for so many times.
On the anniversary of the fortieth year of the
apparitions

Our Lady asked us to pray together with Her for
freedom.

F.L. Yes for peace and freedom, She said.
M. If there is war there is no freedom, there is no
truth, there is no blessing, there is no renewal of
the people.
F.L. Yes there is no future, without peace you
have no future Our Lady said and then She also
said without faith you cannot live. In other words,
these are the fundamental things. Our Lady
recommended us to pray for peace, she
recommended faith and prayer these three
things. She told us in a special way: peace, faith
and prayer.

M. Precisely, because I believe that even in the
Italian people if there is no peace there is no
blessing. She is telling us that “the fruit of prayer
is the joy and faith without which you cannot
live,” and also that “without God you have
neither future nor eternal life”.
M. Today, Italians have decided not to have
children due to Covid and the lack of a
protection policy for families. Many times, people
have complained that there are no work
opportunities, there is no future for young
families, therefore I invite them to pray as Our
Lady said a few years back, consecration to her
Immaculate Heart, of our families and of the
future of this Nation in order to be enlightened by
our Lord to light up our politicians to start a new
world of peace, serenity and even prosperity.
F.L. However, Marija, we must remember a
great teaching that Our Lady gave when the
Bosnian war began. It was July 1991 and She
told us how long this war will last will depend on
your prayer, in other words, we must truly
believe that with prayer we can obtain peace
and stop the war.
M. Our Lady said with prayer and fasting you
can also drive away certain evil spirits. I see it in
many people who have become violent even in
the same families: pro vaccine /against vaccine,
pro peace/against peace; there is disorder
because we do not pray and we do not respect
each other because there is a lack of faith and
the hope that faith gives. A person who believes,
prays, and is cheerful becomes peaceful, docile,
a person of peace, of joy. That is why Our Lady
is often calling us to become meek people,
people of prayer, people who believe in the
future.
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F.L. Anyhow, the second part of the message
is very beautiful, just as you were saying! It is
awesome that Our Lady tells us to bring the
blessing that Jesus and Mary have given us to
families and then with this blessing enrich
those we meet so that they feel the grace that
we receive. That is, if we really are people of
peace and prayer, this is felt by others when
they meet us, the kind of peace that also
comes from those who carry it and this is such
a truly real experience.

years we have not prayed with great
confidence despite the fact that Our Lady has
told us more than once that prayer works
miracles, like miracles in our hearts and in the
world within you and around you.
This must be understood. Certainly, you have
said it well, science which is all the humanly
possible discoveries does its part but it is not
enough. We need God’s help. Therefore, we
should be more determined to pray and fast as
far as the pandemic concerning. I am very
convinced we did not do enough of prayer but
now we also run into a real risk war in the
world and the weapon, the only one that Our
Lady has told us is prayer and fasting; but we
don’t believe they are effective, and this is real
lack
of
faith.

M. Our Lady in all these years is really helping
us to understand that we are a blessing for
others with our life with our example with our
behavior.
F.L. Yes that peace is spread in this way and
then messages of Our Lady are also spread,
That is with one’s own life. Anyway, Marija I
would like to ask you for your impression: two
years of epidemic have gone by, two years of
suffering, and at the same time despondency
has spread too, let’s say fear and anguish too.
In your opinion in these two years certainly
there have been conversions but has the world
come closer to God or has it walked further
away.

M. Yes, I deeply believe that it’s a matter of
lack of faith. Therefore, we should turn to the
Lord, the Infant Jesus in a special way being
so innocent so beautiful and making himself so
small. Jesus did not bring war nor hunger, he
was born in a stable and being innocent was
able to draw near Him not only the shepherds,
but to his heart all people of good will. And for
this I say today we should turn to and ask Him.

M. To me it depends on whether one has
begun to pray and to be a blessing, as Our
Lady says. I have been in Medjugorje since the
month of May where prayer is intense, so
powerful and perhaps because it is a small
town, we all live like in a big family. People
there don’t experience problems related to the
pandemic like in Italy. I came back to Italy a
few days ago and it is a completely different
reality where people think only of consumerism, they are afraid of the pandemic and a
large number of people lack faith. I deeply
believe that at this moment a lot will depend on
us, certainly also on our fasting, on our
behavior, on our attitudes in order to end
quickly the pandemic and the war.

M. Once Our Lady told us to bring a flower
before the nativity scene and offer it to Jesus
together with your heart. Let’s then give our
precarious situations of fear, war tension, often
even of quarrels! Christmas could turn into a
Christmas of hell if we are not carriers of
peace, if we are not those who want to create a
situation of joy, of unity. The reality is that so
many families asked me to pray for them since
their Christmas was a nightmare.
M. I remember the first years of apparition Our
Lady told me to go from house to house where
we had broken off relations with our neighbors,
and ask for forgiveness and make peace. At
the time they were all farmers and many times
they fought over the land, borders and other
matters for which families spent many years
without talking to each other.

I heard from many families who asked me for
prayers. I told them to start praying together, to
make novenas asking for the protection of St.
Joseph, Our Lady and Child Jesus who are
living among us. Ultimately, they begin to put
order in their lives with the achievement of
peace, joy and unity as fruit of the graces
requested through prayer that works miracles.

M. So we did it. Today Our Lady and Baby
Jesus gave us their blessing and they asked us
to be a blessing for others, a treasure for all
those we meet.
F.L. Enrich all those with what God gave us.

F.L. Yes, yes certainly I am very convinced of
this. I am also convinced that in these past two
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M. Exactly because God has given us so much
and we are poor but with His help we can
become rich.

not come to meet him, she did not come to get
him! For sure we will know this in Heaven.
M. The faith in which they believed, they
prayed, they pleaded with prayers and litanies
of all the saints. We have to invoke them
because they don’t sleep up in Heaven instead,
they intercede for us. I often sing my litanies
adding names of saints such as for example St.
John Paul II asking him to intercede for us and
to transmit that joy of life that he had above all
with young people. When I remember those
moments my heart fills with joy and in that
matter, we too can be joyful for others, right
Father Livio?

F.L. Marija tomorrow is the feast of the Holy
Family so a thought for the families, also an
encouragement for young people so that they
have the heart to face the mission of the family,
to start a family though it seems almost as if
they don’t even think about it anymore.
M. In Medjugorje, the bishop decided to
increase the number of Holy Masses outdoors
and therefore many families come with
children, it is such a blessing, thanks also to
these people who still believe in the future.
Today for example, on Christmas day, I got
very sad because at Mass (in Italy) there was
only one family with children and the church
was with very few faithful. In a special way, I
started to pray to Our Lady for all the families I
know, families with few children, for all the
people who I carry in my heart. Let us ask and
pray to the Holy Family that we are going to
celebrate tomorrow and many fruits will arrive if
we’ll radiate peace, joy and faith.

F.L. Yes. Yes, however you said it very well.
Our people, and Europe in general, has lost
faith, this is the big problem. There are small
minorities who believe, there are people who
believe on a personal level, there are people
who do get converted, but the general spirit is
that of disbelief and a very atheist vision of life.
And this way of thinking that with death all
ends; this is the real pandemic Marija, this is
the real pandemic that is killing us and we must
react to it.

M. How many Italian people have come to Our
Lady and who today are so afraid of dying! I
say that in any case we must die either of covid
or of a tumor or because of a tile falling from a
roof, any type of accident; but how ready we
are, how much do we pray, how deep our
spiritual life is. When I was a young girl, we
used to talk with the elderly stating that life and
death were in the hands of God and today it
seems that everything depends on us, only we
are able to protect ourselves. Instead, we must
be very careful but above all we must trust in
the Lord with our faith, with hope, with prayer,
because He is the giver of life and death.

M. To my opinion this pandemic can be an
opportunity to keep on praying and fighting
without fear. I had a bad reaction when wishing
“Merry Christmas” to a person I met. He simply
replied “Greetings”. I would have liked to raise
my hands and reprimand him because “best
wishes” are made for the new year that is
about to arrive, for example, but not for the
Holy Christmas, right Father Livio?
F.L. That’s for sure, evidently Our Lady counts
on those who have responded to Her call who
are her apostles in order to awaken the faith of
people who have a great tradition, however
Europeans who have brought the faith all over
the world and who now are almost in the great
minority, have lost it. But at the same time, as
you said it, Our Lady is preparing the New
Times and therefore we must be Her helping
hands.

M. I remember some people who told me they
prayed to Saint Faustina or other saints for a
good death, then it happened that while they
were praying the chaplet, the merciful Lord
came to meet them.
M. Another memory is that of an elderly priest
so in love with Our Lady that he asked her to
come and get him, so at the moment of his
death the people close to him witnessed a light
and a smile and as he was dying, he said:
“Here she is!”

Certainly. Thanks, Marija, for this glance of
hope for the future that Our Lady told us to be
witnesses of. I also recommend you all our
great radio Maria family who is praying a lot for
peace in these days. As we said, because
Christmas is the day of peace, actually the
world needs peace and hence also intercede

M. And do you now tell me that Our Lady did
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3 Things that the Blessed Virgin
Mother shows us about being
a disciple

for the sick, for all those who turn to Our Lady
through you visionaries, your very useful
prayer for us.
M. Our Lady chose us for this and the Lord
uses us. We have often said that we are
useless instruments, so let us pray not only for
Radio Maria but for the whole world and for
peace. Today during the apparition, I also
asked Our Lady for peace in the world through
Her Son Jesus who was present, I also asked
for prosperity, prayers for the sick, for all those
who are in suffering. Their offerings are not in
vain because while the Lord gives them the
strength to bear their pain at the same time,
they help the Souls in Purgatory. Many people
including their families through these sufferings
come close to God without which, they told me,
they would never have come to Medjugorje. I
remember a sick woman who, coming to
Medjugorie, asked for healing (not for herself)
but for somebody else and, in the end, she
was healed: awesome!

1. We must allow Christ to dwell within
Mary is the mother of God. She gives birth to
Jesus. We too must allow Christ to dwell within. When we receive Jesus, He comes to dwell
within us too. Our task is to allow that divine
fire within to overwhelm us and to well up within us and teach us how to better receive and
listen to Him.
2. We must surrender to the work of the
Holy Spirit
The Blessed Virgin Mary shows us what this
means from a creaturely standpoint. Let us
consider the moments from her life when she
surrenders to the Holy Spirit and allows that
reality to take hold of her heart. How can we
follow her example? Through our own prayer
and through her intercession.
3. We must be a contemplative

F.L. Sure. Yes, so thanks Marija for reminding
us of prayer and let’s finish with the Magnificat
to thank our Lord for this beautiful day that He
has given us.
End of Interview....

“Mary took all these things and pondered them
in her heart.” Meditating on Christ’s life, we
must take that mentality to heart and again
follow Mary’s example. We get so busy with
the world, so consumed with the cares of life,
that we don’t take time to reflect on Christ and
His work in our life.

We wish everyone a Blessed, Happy, Holy,
and Healthy New Year!

We don’t slow down and quiet down to pray,
including with Our Lady. Let’s make time, a
plan, and a commitment to do this in our own
lives.

God Bless!
Steve and Ana Shawl
The Medjugorje Web
https://medjugorje.org

Pope Francis

Holy Mother of Peace Candles
100% pure NZ Beeswax
Home-made especially by order
Small Madonna and Child $20
Large Holy Mother of Peace $30
Proceeds donated towards
‘the Medjugorje News’
Contact phone or text direct to
Jacquelina 0274632729
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PIONEER
The Pioneer Total Abstinence Association of the Sacred Heart of Jesus was founded by
Fr James A. Callan S.J. in Dublin on 28 December 1898
AIM OF THE ASSOCIATION
Peace and Harmony in the Home
THE PIONEER CONTRIBUTION
The spread of the Christian virtue of temperance throughout Ireland and abroad
MEANS
• Prayer, an alcohol-free life style and public witness to the infinite love of the Sacred Heart
by wearing the pin
• Support for the young and victims of drug and alcohol abuse
•
Alternative social and cultural activities
•
A monthly family magazine and use of other media
Promoting Pioneer membership worldwide CONTACT JOHN 09 522 1728 OR ELAINE 09 634 1412
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ASK MARY TO BE WITH YOU IN YOUR LONELINESS
AND BE A LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS.
When we are feeling lonely, it can be tempting to think that we are truly alone, with no one to
support us.
While we may not always have the support of our friends or family, we always have the support
of God and of his Blessed Mother.
Here is a prayer from Pope Benedict XVI in 2010 that asks for Mary’s presence to provide for us
comfort in our loneliness.
Mother for all time,
do not tire of “visiting us,”

consoling us, sustaining us.
Let your presence cause new blooms to
burst forth
in the desert of our loneliness,
let it cause the sun to shine on
our darkness,
let it restore calm after the tempest,
so that all mankind shall see the salvation
of the Lord,
who has the name and the face of Jesus,
who is reflected in our hearts,
for ever united to yours!

Philip Kosloski published on 05/08/22
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What does it mean to be Catholic?
Visit our Facebook: Catholic Discovery NZ
CATHOLIC ENQUIRY CENTRE
www.catholicenquiry.nz
Pope Francis ~ General Audience February 16, 2022
“Only love makes us capable of speaking the truth fully, in a non-partisan way; of saying
what is wrong, but also of recognising all the goodness and holiness that are present in
the Church, starting precisely with Jesus and Mary. Loving the Church, safeguarding the
Church and walking with the Church. But the Church is not that little group that is close
to the priest and commands everyone, no. The Church is everyone, everyone.
On a journey. Safeguarding one another, looking out for each other.”

Pope Francis ~Angelus February 20, 2022
“What is God happy to give us? The strength to love, which is not a thing, but rather the
Holy Spirit. The strength to love is the Holy Spirit, and with the Spirit of Jesus, we can respond to evil with good, we can love those who do us harm. This is what Christians do.
How sad it is, when people and populations proud to be Christians see others as enemies
and think to wage war against each other! It is very sad.”
Pope Francis Message for Lent 2022

“In God, no act of love, no matter how small, and no “generous effort” will ever be lost.
Just as we recognize a tree by its fruits, so a life full of good deeds radiates light and
carries the fragrance of Christ to the world. Serving God in freedom from sin brings forth
fruits of sanctification for the salvation of all.”

Pope Francis General Audience ~ April 27, 2022
“One of the most beautiful things about grandmothers is seeing the grandchildren – when
their children have children of their own, they come alive again… Do not forget, may
young people speak with their grandparents, may the young speak with the old, may the
old speak with the young. This bridge must be rebuilt in a strong way – there is a current
of salvation, of happiness there. May the Lord help us, doing this, to grow in harmony
with families, that constructive harmony that goes from the oldest to the youngest,
that beautiful bridge that we must protect and safeguard.”

Pope Francis MAY 5, 2022
“Jesus does not reproach, he touches the heart, always… Brothers and sisters, when our
nets are empty in life, it is not the time to feel sorry for ourselves, to have fun, to return to
old pastimes. It is time to begin again with Jesus, it is time to find the courage to begin
again, it is time to put out to sea again with him… He is waiting for you.
And he is thinking only of you, me, each one of us.”
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Questionnaire
WE REMIND READERS THAT, IN ORDER TO REMAIN ON OUR MAILING LIST, THEY SHOULD
CONTACT US AT LEAST EVERY TWO YEARS.
We would appreciate it if all readers WHO HAVE NOT DONE SO would fill in the questionnaire below. Any
comments, requests or criticisms will be welcome.
AS OUR MAGAZINE IS FREE, THIS IS NOT A REQUEST FOR DONATIONS, but to ensure that it is actually
read. (If those who reply wish to give a financial contribution, we would be very grateful, but this is not essential.)

Yes, I wish to continue receiving the ‘Medjugorje News’.
No, please take me off your mailing list.
My address has changed and is now:
Name ....................................................................................................................................................
Address (if not on back or if changed)......................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................................
Comments..............................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................

Important reminder*

When writing to us or sending us new names and/or addresses, please:
- Include your Return Address
- NAMES & ADDRESSES MUST BE IN CAPITAL LETTERS, BLOCK LETTERS

Have you enjoyed reading this issue? Is it helping you in your spiritual life?
Do you think others would benefit from reading it?
What about passing it on to someone or leave it in any church porch/foyer or anywhere else,
so others can read it too.

24

